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Blue — DVD 


For decades, the Green Movement has claimed that Earth 
is threatened by the activity and existence of mankind, and 
has said we must give up our liberties to “save” the planet. 
This film challenges Green philosophies and explores issues 
such as carbon-dioxide emissions, climate change, and over- 
population. Blue casts a bold new vision: Through greater 
freedom we can realize a fuller potential for man and this 
beautiful blue planet we call home. (2014, DVD, 58min, 
1-4/$17.95ea; 5-9/$15.95ea; 10+/$14.95ea) DVDBLUE 


Crying Wolf — DVD 

On a journey to find the truth behind the wolf rein- 
troduction to Yellowstone National Park, 20-year-old J.D. 
King uncovers political and environmental agendas con- 
cerning money, power, and government control. Affected 
are the rights, property, and livelihoods of thousands of 
Americans. (2011, DVD, 59min, 1-4/$14.95ea; 5-9/$12.95ea; 
10+/$11.95ea) DVDCW 


The Enemies Within 

The Enemies Within profiles 14 senators and more than 
50 representatives and their ties to the Communist 
Party USA, Democratic Socialists of America, Workers 
World Party, Institute for Policy Studies, Council for 
a Livable World, and other radical anti-American 
organizations. (2016, Documentary DVD, 90min, 
1/$14.95ea; 2-5/$13.95ea; 6-10/$12.95ea; 11-24/$11.95ea; 
25+/$9.95ea) DVDTEW 
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Term Limits Pamphlet 

While term limits may seem like a great 
idea to help limit the destructiveness of 
big-government politicians, term limits 
also force Constitution-abiding statesmen 
out of office. (2017, four-color tri-fold pam- 
phlet, 1-99/$0.20ea; 100-499/$0.15ea; 500- 
999/$0.13ea; 1,000+/$0.10ea) PTL 


The Doctrine of 
the Lesser Magistrates 


The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates is a his- 
toric tool that provides proven guidelines for 
proper and legitimate resistance to tyranny, 
often without causing any major upheaval in 
society. The doctrine teaches us how to rein in 
lawless acts by government and restore justice 
in our nation. (2013, pb, 115pp, 1/$13.95ea; 
2-4/$12.95ea; 5-9/$11.95ea;_ 10+/$10.95ea) 
BKDLM 


Vaxxed 

Interviews with pharmaceutical insiders, 
doctors, politicians, and parents of vaccine- 
injured children reveal an alarming decep- 
tion that has contributed to the skyrocketing 
increase of autism and potentially the most 
catastrophic epidemic of our lifetime. (2017, 
Documentary DVD, 91min, 1-4/$24.95ea; 
5-9/$22.95ea; 10+/$19.95ea) DVDVXD 
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Dean Sellers Ford i is your r connection 
to better commercial sales and service! 


4 Ford-Certified commercial account managers specially trained to sell 
conmigo vehicles. 
Inventory of commercial vehicles: Transit, Transit Connect, F-Series, Hybrid 
and Energi, full Ford line-up 
Commercial lines of credit through Ford Motor Credit Company 
Strong relationships with most banks and credit unions 
Service, Maintenance and Parts. Personnel is geared-up to quickly get 
commercial customers back on the road. 


Up-fitting and fleet expertise. D 
Call us to have your vehicle shipped to "EBD oy Motor a 


your doorstep. We ship everywhere. 
deansellersford.com 


888-452-1292 
2600 W. Maple Road 
Troy, Michigan 
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To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments: 

The History of the First 100 Years of the War Against God and the Constitution, 1776-1876, and Its Modern Impact 
By Arthur R. Thompson, CEO, The John Birch Society 

(2016ed, 492pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2-14/$13.95ea; 15+/$12.95ea) BATVGMMPB 


Transforming the Way We Look at American History 


Knowing American history is essential to understanding the American 
system of government and the role citizens are to play. When that 
education is undermined and replaced with the opposite of our 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments details a deliberate, 
organized opposition working to subvert the American Republic. 
Its American history that all Americans need to learn so they can 


understand the proper role of government and their role in the 
American system. 


Founders’ intent, the ramifications for protecting God-given liberty for 
current and future generations are great. 


Based on 45-plus years of research, this groundbreaking book reveals history as you’ve never seen it before. 


Purchase copies for yourself and influen nds and opinion molders in your community. 
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Obama as Author 


In the cover story entitled “Barack 
Obama’s Legacy” (March 6, 2017 issue) 
author Charles Scaliger said, “Persis- 
tent rumors that Ayers ghost-wrote one 
of Obama’s books have never been con- 
firmed or refuted”. However, Bill Ayers 
confirmed that he did indeed write Dreams 
From My Father. This may be viewed in 
Chapter 11 of Joel Gilbert’s video produc- 
tion There's No Place Like UTOPIA. 

Also, I noticed when reading the book 
Dreams that the statement attributed to 
Obama while a college student extinguish- 
ing a match after lighting a cigarette is the 
same as a line spoken by Peter O’ Toole in 
his lead role as Lawrence in Lawrence of 
Arabia, 1962. O’Toole spoke the words at 
the beginning of the film in the map room 
in the basement of British Army Head- 
quarters in Cairo. 

When I read Dreams, | found many 
instances of plagiarism and knew some- 
thing was amiss. After lengthy study, I 
am confident that accusations of fraud 
are well-founded. 

FRANK W. GIROUX 
Sent via e-mail 


Democratic Destruction 


The modern tools of destruction imposed 
by the Democrat Party led by B. Hussein 
Obama on our once-free country include: 

1) Affirmative action: giving inferior 
candidates for a job preference if the can- 
didates are black, female, illegal aliens, or 
insane; 

2) Multiculturalism: giving preference 
in hiring, promotions, and immigrant visas 
to people from the cultures inimical to 
Western values; 

3) Inclusiveness: promoting tolerance 
toward those who are intolerant of West- 
ern values, such as jihadist Muslims; 

4) Hate speech: instituting legal action 
against people with opinions different 
from the approved opinions (approved by 
our MSM, socialists, communists, Eco- 
Nazis, liberals, progressives, Democrats, 
and leftist college professors); 

5) Disparate impact: making it illegal 
to have job-specific criteria in order to 
obtain the best-suited workers for jobs, 
punishing conscientious employees rather 
than the perennially late and lazy, and dis- 
criminating against bigger and stronger 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


males in jobs requiring physical prowess 
and endurance, such as policemen. In other 
words, criteria are blamed as an injustice 
to those who failed to meet a standard. 

6) Racial profiling: making it illegal to 
use known facts to improve law enforce- 
ment, such as when the police concentrate 
their efforts to find killers among black 
gangs, where 70 percent of all murders are 
committed by three percent of the popula- 
tion (black males 18-30 years of age); and 

7) Diversity: giving preference in hir- 
ing, promotions, and salary raises to peo- 
ple racially and culturally different from 
run-of-the-mill white Americans; also giv- 
ing preference in granting immigrant and 
student visas to young Muslim males from 
Arab countries. 

Obama’s choices for the new leaders 
of our armed forces illustrate the above 
principles in bright colors. For example, 
General Casey declared, in the aftermath 
of the Fort Hood massacre perpetrated 
by the Islamist jihadist “Major” Hasan: 
“What happened at Fort Hood was a 
tragedy, but I believe it would be an even 
greater tragedy if our diversity program 
becomes a casualty.” 

And stupid, unenlightened Americans 
thought that the No. | priority of the U.S. 
armed forces was to “defend the country 
against enemies foreign and domestic.” 

Marc JERIC 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Trading Away Traitors 


Those of the press who distort and lie 
about the good things finally happening 
in America are traitors — and not worthy 
of American citizenship. 

Maybe we can replace them with hon- 
est, law-abiding foreigners who are wait- 
ing to immigrate here properly and legally. 

They are the ones who will appreciate 
our rich heritage and celebrate U.S. lib- 
erty, rather than try to tear down our Re- 
public like the progressive socialists and 
the liberal media are doing. Hi 

JAMES C. GREEN 
Heber City, Utah 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TRACK 


Preschooler Suspended for Having a Spent .22 Shell Casing 


Collinsville, Illinois, resident Kristy Jackson’s four-year-old 
son, Hunter, was suspended from preschool for seven days. His 
offense? He secretly brought a spent .22-caliber shell casing to 
school and enjoys turning toys into imaginary guns. 

When Jackson related her woes in a now-viral Facebook post, 
the preschool, A Place 2 Grow in Troy, Illinois, reported her to 
the Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) in what she 
described to THE NEW AMERICAN as a “revenge move.” 

Jackson reported in the Facebook post that, when she picked 


Hunter up from school on March 21, she was met by a “stone 
faced teacher” who told her that her son “brought a ‘shotgun 
bullet’ to school.” After being escorted to an office, Jackson was 
“handed a tiny .22 empty brass casing,” as she related on Face- 
book. She was also “handed a piece of paper. No words, just 
eyebrows raised in disgust at my son, explaining that his behavior 
warranted a 7 school day suspension. Which I still was expected 
to pay tuition for, of course. And a threat that if his enthusiasm 
for guns continued, he’d be permanently expelled.” Jackson was 
informed that “Hunter has been told that guns, hunting, etc., are 
not subjects that are to be discussed in school. He has been redi- 
rected to other activities when he has chosen to make guns out 
of other toys.” 

An administrator at A Place 2 Grow even sent Jackson an e- 
mail stating, “Everything has been saved and sent to our attorney. 
You won’t remove your [Facebook] post with all the facts, so we 
will go the legal route. I will also notify DCFS in the morning.” 
Jackson told THE NEw AMERICAN that the school did call DCFS, 
but that she had actually called the department first. She also said 
that DCFS told the school to “kick rocks,” as she put it, because 
the case had no merit. 

With a little luck, perhaps today’s children will grow up and 
associate “gun control” with the mean, stone-faced teacher who 
tormented them during their tender years. 


FBI Probing “Far-right” News Sites Such as Infowars, Breitbart 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is supposedly in- 
vestigating whether popular alternative media outlets were 
involved in an alleged “Russian cyber operation” in the 2016 
election to help elect Donald Trump, according to two supposed 
anonymous sources quoted by 
the left-wing McClatchy news 
agency on March 20. Among 
the alleged targets of the al- 
leged federal probe are In- 
fowars and Breitbart. 

According to the story and 
its alleged “sources,” supposed “opera- 
tives for Russia appear to have strate- 
gically timed the computer commands, 
known as bots, to blitz social media 
with links to the pro-Trump stories at 
times when the billionaire businessman 
was on the defensive.” These supposed 
“bots” then helped get the Infowars and 
Breitbart stories spread across social 
media. Of course, the more likely ex- 
planation is that Americans, fed up with 
what polls show is almost universally viewed as the deeply 
dishonest establishment media, were simply sharing Infowars 
and Breitbart stories online. Also part of the alleged probe are 
the Kremlin-backed RT and Sputnik media agencies. 


The widely ridiculed McClatchy report then goes on to 
claim, citing its supposed sources, that some of the stories 
were false or were a mixture of true and false information. 
Not a single example of an alleged false or mixed true-false 
story is provided, presumably be- 
cause none existed. The Kremlin, 
meanwhile, ridiculed the conspir- 
acy theorists and their attempts to 
weave bizarre tales of collabora- 
tion between Trump and his allies 
and Putin. 

The conspiracy theories peddled by 

Democrats and the globalist establish- 

ment media suggesting that Trump, In- 

fowars, and Breitbart are Russian stooges 

appear to have literally no basis in reality, 

but are likely a nefarious disinformation 

operation aimed at smearing the surging 

alternative media and President Trump 

with libels that would be far more accu- 

rate if applied to Clinton and the global- 

ist establishment she represents. Indeed, 

Putin himself has long been close to many of the very same 

globalists Trump campaigned against. But you can be sure 

that the establishment media will not be bringing those facts 
to light anytime soon. 
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Saudi Arabia Losing Influence in Global Oil Markets 


AP Images 


As it continues to wrestle with declining oil prices worldwide, 
Saudi Arabia, the de facto head of the OPEC oil cartel, is giv- 
ing up ground. The kingdom’s exports to the United States for 
the week ending March 10 fell by 425,000 barrels per day, the 
sharpest weekly drop since the cartel’s November agreement to 
limit production. 

The Saudis tell observers that they want to concentrate their 
marketing efforts closer to home: Russia, China, France, Spain, 
and Italy. That cut reduces Saudi exports to the United States to 
just 12 percent of all American crude-oil imports. In the 1990s, 
those exports counted for a third of all U.S. imports. 

But it turns out that other OPEC cartel members are success- 
fully undercutting the Saudis’ attempts to capture and keep more 
of those markets that are closer to home. China is cutting deals 
with Russia, reducing the kingdom’s share. Iran and Iraq, two 
members of the OPEC cartel, are chasing customers in France, 
Spain, and Italy that used to purchase most of their crude from 
the kingdom. 

Meanwhile, American oil producers are ignoring the troubles 
facing Saudi Arabia and its failing cartel. They have added more 
than 400,000 barrels per day of new production since the Novem- 
ber agreement, and continue to bring idled rigs back to life, with 
more than 750 now operational, compared to just 267 a year ago. 

Saudi Arabia is caught in its own web. If the OPEC agreement 
to limit oil production is extended when it expires in May, it’s 


more than likely that noncompliance will escalate as members of 
the cartel get tired of waiting for the day when prices rise. If the 
meeting on May 25 ends the agreement, it will be a free-for-all, 
with members of the cartel ignoring everything but their own 
interests and ramping up production before prices drop further. It 
will also be a tacit agreement that the cartel has failed. 


Climate “Scientist”: Get Rid of Cars, Coal, Steel 


Professor Hans Joachim Schellnhuber wants to take us back to 
the Stone Age — literally. In a March 15 interview with the Ger- 
man newspaper Deutsche Welle, the German physicist declared 
that with regard to “the world’s carbon budget,” “It’s quite 
mind-boggling — for example, by 2030, we have to phase out 
the combustion engine. And we have to completely phase out 
the use of coal for producing power. By 2040 we will probably 


Hans Joachim 
Schellnhuber 


have to replace concrete and steel for construction by wood, 
clay and stone.” 

In 2009, the German newspaper Der Spiegel reported that 
“Schellnhuber is proposing the creation of a CO, budget for every 
person on the planet, regardless whether they live in Berlin or Bei- 
jing.” Not surprisingly, Dr. Schellnhuber is an avid proponent of 
world government. In a 2013 article, “Expanding the Democracy 
Universe,” published in Humans and Nature, the journal of the 
Center for Humans and Nature, he argued for a global “democra- 
cy” run by all-wise, self-anointed scientists/sages such as himself. 

In a frenzied effort to amp up the panic meter, Schellnhuber 
makes the ludicrous claim that we are headed toward a plan- 
etary warming of 12 degrees, which is triple what even the 
discredited and hysteria-prone IPPC and World Bank say is the 
“worst-case scenario” by 2060: four degrees Celsius. “We are 
at the crossroads now,” he claims. “We either say: this thing 
is too big for us, this task cannot be done. [Then] we will be 
transformed by nature, because we will end up with a planet 
warming by 4, 5, 6 or even 12 degrees. It would be the end of 
the world as we know it, and I have all the evidence.” 

Yes, he has “all the evidence” — but don’t ask to see it. As 
is the case with so many of his climateer colleagues, Schelln- 
huber likes to make his sensational claims public, but not his 
sensational data on which the claims are allegedly based. We are 
supposed to simply trust him. 


EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


Christians Urged to Pull Children From Public Schools 


r. James Dobson, one 
of the nation’s most 
influential Christian 


leaders and a former public- 

school teacher, hosted a dis- 

cussion on his national radio 

program focusing on the spir- 

itual danger of allowing chil- 

dren to sit in secular, anti- 

God public schools for over a . 
dozen formative years. Dob- 
son’s guest on his nationally 
syndicated show Family Talk, 
heard on hundreds of stations 
across America, was Lieuten- 
ant Colonel E. Ray Moore, 
a retired military chaplain, 
homeschooling pioneer, and 
the nation’s leading advocate 
of a mass exodus of Chris- 
tian children from the gov- 
ernment schools. The explo- 
sive interview, which aired 
March 20 and 21, could have 
far-reaching ramifications, 
forcing millions of Christian parents and thousands of pastors 
across America to reconsider their choices. 

Citing various Bible verses, Moore said parents are com- 
manded to raise their children up in the “culture” of the Lord. 
Homeschooling and Christian schools help fulfill that, he ex- 
plained, adding that public schools today are overtly hostile to 
Christianity and the Bible. Especially in the early years of child 
development, homeschooling is an excellent choice, with Chris- 
tian schools available later for those who feel they can’t do it 
themselves. For one, it creates a strong solidarity in the family, 
Moore said, adding that many homeschooling families are able 
to avoid the “teenage rebellion” stage altogether. “These kids 
that are homeschooled, and their peers in Christian schools, are 
a different breed, it’s a different culture,” he continued. 

Dr. Dobson asked Moore what damage the “indoctrination” 
the children are being subjected to in public schools — “they’ve 
been propagandized and given a philosophy that in many cases 
is contrary to scripture and what we believe” — has done to 
America’s children. Citing resources put together by the Ne- 
hemiah Institute, Moore explained that if only Millennials (18 
to 34 years old) had voted, the GOP would have won only five 
states in the 2016 election. “Trump would have gotten 23 elec- 
toral votes, and Hillary 504,” Moore said. “What it shows is 
that about 80 percent of the Millennials, are pretty left and pro- 
gressive, they’re part of the Occupy crowd, that type of a voter. 
We’re losing the next generation.” 

Speaking to pastors in particular, Moore said they need to 
stand up. “Parents are going to have to give an account for 
their children, but pastors are going to have to give an account 
for their flock,” Moore said. “They have a charge to shepherd 


the flock, and part of that is providing Christian education for 
the children. I’m not talking about Sunday school, I’m talking 
about Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday school. Now, it’s not going 
to be easy, but they’ve got to do it. And I think that a lot of 
pastors, if they don’t step up, they could lose [their] reward... 
In pastoral work, we have to warn the flock, we have to teach, 
admonish, and this is an area that must be dealt with.” 

In the second half of the interview, Dobson asked whether 
removing Christian children from public schools would deprive 
other children there of a Christian influence. Moore said he was 
glad the question came up. “That’s called the salt and light argu- 
ment, and it’s the number one objection I get from people who 
don’t support what I’m doing,” Moore explained, acknowledg- 
ing Jesus’ commands to the faithful to be salt and light. “But it 
doesn’t apply to little children at the K-12 level in the public 
schools ... a little six, seven or eight year old is not ready for a 
hostile environment.” 

In fact, since that argument was made so often, Moore decid- 
ed to produce a pamphlet addressing the subject. “We’re putting 
them in harm’s way in pagan and godless public schools,” he 
explained. “And I think, frankly, even though it’s a valid text, 
it’s probably the most misused and abused text in the Bible.... 
It’s probably an excuse more than anything else, for not doing 
what scripture teaches on education. There is no wiggle room in 
the Bible on how we should educate our children.” In summary, 
children need to be brought up in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord, he said. And they are not getting that in government 
schools — in fact, they are getting the opposite — when, as 
Dobson argued, parents’ number one job is to ensure that their 
children follow Christ. Hi 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ APRIL 17, 2017 


AP Images 


French Politician Delivers a Sharp Rebuke to Opponent 

“You’ve spoken for seven minutes and I have no idea what you said. 
Every time you talk, you take a little of this, and a little of that, and you 
never settle on anything.” 

Former economist Emmanuel Macron was on the receiving end of a 
blast from National Front leader Marine Le Pen, who could have 
equated her opponents performance to many given by Alan Greenspan 
when he led the Federal Reserve. 


Wall Street Journal Trashes President Trump 

“THe is] his own worst political enemy — with his seemingly endless 
stream of exaggerations, evidence-free accusations, implausible deni- 
als, and other falsehoods.” 

It was not the first time the Wall Street Journal’s editorial writers 
published a harsh rebuke of Donald 
Trump. 
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No More Spending to Combat Climate Change 

“As to climate change, I think the president was fairly straightforward. 
We’re not spending money on that anymore.” 

The Director of the White House Office of Management and Budget, 
former South Carolina Congressman Mick Mulvaney, upset many 
climate-change alarmists with his blunt summary of the Trump ad- 
ministration 8 attitude. 
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Opponent of Massive Immigration Chided for a Remark 

“We can’t restore our civilization with somebody else’s babies.” 
Referring to babies born in America by non-citizens who came to the 
United States illegally, Representative Steve King (R-Iowa) threw po- 
litical correctness to the wind with his statement. 


Nationalists in Scotland Would Like to Separate from England 

“Scotland hasn’t voted conservative in decades and yet has been ruled by a Conservative government 
for most of the time.” 

Nationalist leader Nicola Sturgeon called for a new independence referendum, which was approved 
by Scottish lawmakers on March 28. Sentiment for breaking away from England rose sharply after the 
Brexit vote, which Scots overwhelmingly opposed. 


Fox News Remarks Generated a Firestorm for President Trump 
“Three intelligence sources have informed Fox News that President Obama went outside the chain of 
command. He didn’t use the NSA, he didn’t use the CIA, and he didn’t use the Department of Justice. He 
used GCHQ. What the heck is GCHQ? That’s the initials for the British spying agency. They have 24/7 
access to the NSA database. So by having two people go to them and say ‘President Obama needs tran- 
scripts of conversations involving candidate Trump, conversations involving President-elect Trump,’ 
[Obama’s] able to get it and there’s no American fingerprints on this.” 
Judge Andrew Napolitano delivered his bombshell on Fox News dur- 
ing the morning newscast on March 14, 2017. 


He Opposed President Trump’s Replacement for OhamaCare 
“TThe House is] supposed to be a deliberative body where outcomes 
are discovered, not dictated. Compromise and consensus cannot be 
centrally planned.” 
A member of the House Freedom Caucus, Congressman Justin 
Amash (R-Mich.) didn t like ObamaCare and he didn t like the Obam- 
aCare replacement offered by President Trump and House Speaker 
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.). @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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QUICKQUOTES 


Environmentalism claims to be based on science but contains all the aspects of a 
religion. Since this religion has the backing of the UN, we shouldn't ignore it. 
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by John T. Larabell 


eligion: It’s as old as man him- 
[ self. As long as humans have 
inhabited this Earth, there has 


been evidence of religious beliefs of some 
fashion or another. While the “enlight- 
ened” West has largely become secular 
and has done away with “religion” in the 
traditional sense, and has claimed to have 
embraced secularism, religion is still alive 
and well in the hip urban centers of North 
American and European nations. 

And what religion is this? This religion 
is Environmentalism, or what some are 
calling “Greenism.” Its practitioners are 
sometimes referred to as “Greens.” It is a 
“stealth” religion in the sense that many 
Greens would not consider themselves re- 
ligious. But they are. 

First, we have to define what we mean 
by “religion.” Truly, Environmentalism is 
not organized as an official religion with 
a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status; it’s not 
a religion in the sense that Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, or Hinduism 
are religions. But from an anthropological 
or sociological perspective, it absolutely 
functions as a “religion-style” belief sys- 
tem. Contrary to what most Greens would 
say, Environmentalism is not really based 
on science, but on something much deeper 
than that. It’s more of an emotional com- 
mitment to some deeply held, unshake- 
able beliefs. 

Let’s look at some of the core beliefs 
of Greenism and see if they fit the pattern 
and thought processes of a religious belief 
system, a new religion that many “enlight- 
ened” people have adopted in place of 
Judeo-Christian religion and culture. We 
will see if Environmentalism is indeed a 
religion, containing a god, an “Eden,” a 
priestly class, prophets, sin, redemption, 
atonement/indulgences, holy books/docu- 
ments, a church, holy days, official doc- 
trine, orthodoxy, and heresy. 


Fundamentals of the Faith 

God: Religions need a god or some ob- 
ject of worship. For Environmentalists, 
the Earth, or Nature, functions as that god. 
The Earth, sometimes referred to by her 
Greek goddess name “Gaia,” is regarded 
as a living organism that should be, if not 
worshipped outright, at least highly revered 
and cherished. This goes beyond, say, a 
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Environmentalism is indeed a religion, containing 


a god, an “Eden,” a priestly class, prophets, sin, 
redemption, atonement/indulgences, holy bOokKS/ 
documents, a church, holy days, official doctrine, 


orthodoxy, and heresy. 


Judeo-Christian concept of the Earth as a 
part of creation, something that was made 
by the God who should be worshipped, and 
thus should be respected and cared for, but 
never seen as somehow “divine.” 

Eden: The concept of “Eden,” an un- 
spoiled paradise where sinless humanity 
lived in harmony with God, is also pres- 
ent in Environmentalism. Since Nature, 
or Gaia, takes the place of “god” for 
Greens, Eden would be a state of para- 
dise in which humans lived in harmony 
with Nature. Just imagine a planet with 
no man-made CO, emissions because 
there is no industry. Imagine, also, a 
world where there is no overpopulation, 
deforestation, overhunting, overfishing, 
air pollution, water pollution, desertifica- 
tion, habitat destruction, etc. To Greens, 
this represents a perfect idyllic world, a 
paradise, an Eden. The concept of “Eden” 


The Green goddess: Environmentalism holds up Nature, the Earth, or Gaia as a living thing 


for Greens is a pre-industrial Earth, where 
humans tread lightly on the face of Gaia. 

Sin: Sin is a concept found in many reli- 
gions. Sin for Greens is anything that sup- 
posedly offends or harms Gaia. This could 
include industrial carbon emissions, over- 
use of resources, overpopulation, or own- 
ing private property. The whole idea of 
free-market capitalism, based as it is on a 
Judeo-Christian worldview, is considered 
sinful to environmentalists, with its belief 
that man has dominion over the Earth, and 
that, while man should be a good steward 
of God’s creation, the Earth’s resources 
are for man’s use. 

Salvation/Heaven: Traditionally, sal- 
vation was seen as a way to escape sin 
and damnation and achieve heaven or 
some form of paradise. For environmen- 
talists, this means creating (or, perhaps, 
re-creating) an earthly paradise or Eden 
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worthy of reverence, protection, or even worship. This is in contrast to the Judeo-Christian 
mandate to worship the One who created the Earth. 
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with humanity living in harmony with 
Nature (whatever that means) and no 
pollution, and no ugly industry ruining 
Gaia’s complexion. Sustainability is the 
new salvation. 

Atonement/Indulgences: So how can 
humanity make atonement for such sins 
as polluting the environment and using up 
too many resources? Paying a carbon tax 
or purchasing “carbon offsets” is a good 
way to cleanse a guilty Green conscience. 
Donating time and money to environmen- 
tal causes is another way Greens can make 
atonement for their sins against Gaia. Of 
course, doing personal penance by lower- 
ing one’s living standards and consump- 
tion is always a great thing to do, accord- 
ing to Environmentalists. And since the 
world is overpopulated and their aren’t 
enough resources to go around, having 
fewer (or no) children is smart. While 
how much one consumes is important, it 
is equally important to pay attention to ex- 
actly what one is consuming. High pref- 
erence is given to locally raised, organic 
food. Certain foods should be avoided if 
they were not raised, harvested, processed, 
or shipped sustainably. 

Church: Religions typically have some 
form of gathering spot, be it a temple, 
church, mosque, etc. This can refer to the 
building where religious adherents gather 
to worship, receive instruction, and fel- 
lowship with like-minded individuals, but 
it often has more significance. In Christi- 
anity, for example, “the Church” is often 
referred to as an official authority of the 
religion, one that sets doctrine and dogma 
for Christians. For Environmentalists, 
the United Nations would fit the bill as a 
sort of “church” that serves as a seat of 
authority for the religion of Environmen- 
talism, providing guidance on a global 
scale regarding environmental issues. The 
“church” of the UN has published official 
doctrine and dogma for Greens to follow 
and preach throughout the world. 


Union of church and state? The United Nations (New York City headquarters shown here) serves 
as a global “church” of Environmentalism, putting forth doctrine and decrees to allegedly make 
the world a more sustainable, Earth-friendly place, controlling humanity in the process. 


Holy Days and Hymns: Religions typi- 
cally have holy days, or days of special 
significance to that particular religion. En- 
vironmentalism is no different. 

Earth Days certainly function as “holy 
days” for Greens. In 1969 at a United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) Conference in 
San Francisco, “peace activist” John Mc- 
Connell proposed a day to honor the Earth 
and the concept of peace, to be celebrated 
on the first day of spring in the northern 
hemisphere. This was approved by the 
UN, and the official United Nations Earth 
Day has been celebrated on the March 
equinox ever since. Margaret Mead, a cul- 
tural anthropologist whose work helped 
spawn the American “sexual revolution,” 
added her support for the UN equinox 
Earth Day, stating in 1978, 


Earth Day is the first holy day which 
transcends all national borders, yet 
preserves all geographical integrities, 
spans mountains and oceans and time 
belts, and yet brings people all over 
the world into one resonating accord, 


For Environmentalists, the United Nations would fit 
the bill as a sort of “church” that serves as a seat 
of authority for the religion of Environmentalism, 
providing guidance on a global scale regarding 


environmental issues. 
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is devoted to the preservation of the 
harmony in nature and yet draws 
upon the triumphs of technology, the 
measurement of time, and instanta- 
neous communication through space. 

Earth Day draws on astronomical 
phenomena in a new way — which is 
also the most ancient way — by using 
the vernal Equinox, the time when the 
Sun crosses the equator making the 
length of night and day equal in all 
parts of the Earth. To this point in the 
annual calendar, EARTH DAY attach- 
es no local or divisive set of symbols, 
no statement of the truth or superiority 
of one way of life over another. 


Notice how Mead, in what can be seen as 
a profoundly religious statement, calls the 
UN Earth Day a “holy day.” A separate 
Earth Day was founded by former Wis- 
consin Governor and U.S. Senator Gay- 
lord Nelson as an environmental teach-in 
to be held on April 22, 1970. While this 
April 22 Earth Day was focused on the 
United States, where it is undoubtedly 
more familiar than the UN Earth Day, it 
has since gone international and is ob- 
served in 141 nations. 

Offering further evidence that Earth 
Day is a holy day for Greens is the fact 
that various songs are sung on that day, 
just as observers of most other religions 
have special hymns accompanying their 
holy days. UNESCO has deemed a song 
by Indian poet-diplomat Abhay Kumar as 
the “Earth Anthem” to be sung on the UN 
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Earth Day. Another Earth Day anthem is 
set to Ludwig van Beethoven’s Ode to Joy: 


Joyful joyful we adore our Earth in 
all its wonderment. 

Simple gifts of nature that all join 
into a paradise. 

Now we must resolve to protect her, 
Show her our love throughout all time. 

With our gentle hand and touch 
We make our home a newborn world. 

Now we must resolve to protect her, 
Show her our love throughout all 
time. 

With our gentle hand and touch 
We make our home a newborn world. 


In addition to the two Earth Days, there are 
other special days in the religion of Envi- 
ronmentalism. The International Day of 
Forests, for instance, was established by the 
UN in 2012 to be observed on March 21, 
after Forest Day (not to be confused with 
the U.S. Arbor Day) had been celebrated 
since 2007 in several countries. UN-Water 
coordinates the celebration of World Water 
Day every March 22, to help global citizens 
focus on sustainable water use and univer- 
sal access to clean water. One can observe 
a seeming reverence for the spring equinox 
in these Green holy days. 

Sacred Writings: Most religions fea- 
ture scared writings, such as the Christian 
Bible, the Jewish Tanakh, the Muslim 


Out with the old, in with the new: In clear mockery of the Judeo-Christian Ark of the Covenant, 


Koran, or the Hindu Vedas. Environmen- 
talism, as you might have guessed, has sa- 
cred writings of its own: the Earth Charter 
and the Temenos Books. 

The idea of the Earth Charter originated 
in 1987 when the United Nations World 
Commission on Environment and Devel- 
opment called for a new charter to guide 
a global transition to sustainable develop- 
ment. At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio 
de Janeiro, then-UN Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali further urged the 
creation of such a charter. In 1994, the late 
Canadian billionaire oilman and environ- 
mentalist Maurice Strong (chairman of the 
Earth Summit) and former Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, working through or- 
ganizations they each founded (the Earth 
Council and Green Cross International, 
respectively), restarted the Earth Charter 
as a civil society initiative. Between 1994 
and 2000, the Earth Charter was drafted, 
and the final text was approved at a meet- 
ing of the Earth Charter Commission at the 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris in March 
of 2000. The “sacred” document was of- 
ficially unveiled on June 29, 2000 in a cer- 
emony at The Peace Palace in The Hague, 
Netherlands. 

Comprised of roughly 2,400 words, the 
Earth Charter is divided into four “pillars,” 
each containing four main principles. One 
such pillar is “Ecological Integrity.” Ac- 
cording to earthcharter.org, “The Earth 


the UN Ark of Hope serves as Environmentalism’s replacement of the “outdated” modes of the 


traditional religion of the West. 
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Charter is an ethical framework for build- 
ing a just, sustainable, and peaceful global 
society in the 21st century. It seeks to in- 
spire in all people a new sense of global 
interdependence and shared responsibility 
for the well-being of the whole human 
family, the greater community of life, and 
future generations. It is a vision of hope 
and a call to action.” 

The Temenos Books are a collection of 
handmade, hand-illustrated books filled 
with pages of visual prayers/affirmations 
for global healing, peace, and gratitude. 
The word temenos, originating from the 
ancient Greek term for a special parcel of 
land set aside as a sacred space, refers in 
modern occult parlance to a circle demar- 
cating a space where one can do spiritual 
“work,” i.e., witchcraft, spells, etc. 

Both the Earth Charter and the Temenos 
Books, in mimicry of Judeo-Christian tra- 
dition, are placed inside the Ark of Hope. 

Ark: The concept of an ark as a method 
of rescue or preservation of either humans 
or sacred artifacts is present in various 
religions, most famously in the Judeo- 
Christian faith. Believe it or not, Green- 
ism has its own ark: the UN’s Ark of Hope. 
According to arkofhope.org, 


The Ark of Hope, a [49” x 32” x 
32"] wooden chest was created 
as a place of refuge for the Earth 
Charter document, an international 
peoples treaty for building a just, 
sustainable, and peaceful global 
society in the 21st century.... The 
Ark of Hope also provides refuge 
for the Temenos Books, Images and 
Words for Global Healing, Peace, 
and Gratitude.... The Ark was de- 
signed and painted by Vermont, 
USA artist Sally Linder, built by 
cabinetmaker Kevin Jenness and 
lined by fabric artist Beth Haggart. 
It was crafted from a single plank of 
sycamore maple from a sustainable 
forest in Germany. The five painted 
panels that form the sides and top of 
the Ark each represent the flora and 
fauna of the world as seen through 
the images of the world’s tradi- 
tional artists. Each panel visualizes 
a season, a direction, an element, 
and a universal symbol. Symbols 
of faith from traditional religions 
and indigenous societies surround 
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We have a new ark (the Ark of Hope), new holy books 
(the Earth Charter and Temenos Books), anew church 
(the UN), a new religion (Greenism), and a new god 
(Gaia) to replace the Supposedly outmoded Judeo- 


Christian belief system. 


the top panel of “Spirit” that honors 
the children and young animals of 
the world. The 96” carrying poles 
are unicorn horns which render evil 
ineffective. 


The Ark of Hope was created in 2001 in 
celebration of the Earth Charter. After the 
9/11 attacks, the Ark was marched — on 
foot, a la Old Testament — from its ori- 
gin in Vermont to New York City to rest 
in the “temple” or “church” of the United 
Nations headquarters complex. In a grand 
ceremony at the 2002 World Summit on 
Sustainability in Johannesburg, South Af- 
rica, the Earth Charter was placed sym- 
bolically inside the Ark of Hope, where 
the Temenos Books already rested. 

The imagery of all of this is unmis- 
takable: We have a new ark (the Ark of 
Hope), new holy books (the Earth Charter 
and Temenos Books), a new church (the 
UN), a new religion (Greenism), and a 
new god (Gaia) to replace the supposedly 
outmoded Judeo-Christian belief system. 

Priests and Prophets: An important 
feature of a religion is a priesthood, or 
some body of religious leaders who make 
pronouncements that are considered au- 
thoritative, if not infallible. Prophets also 
serve to make predictions that adherents 
to the religion are expected to believe 
without question, whether these predic- 
tions come true or not. 

Environmentalism certainly has its co- 
terie of “priests” and “prophets.” Such in- 
dividuals come from the ranks of climate 
“scientists,” wealthy industrialists, philan- 
thropists, writers, politicians, and other 
sundry “movers and shakers” of society. 
Below is a collection of quotes from some 
of Greenism’s priests and prophets. 

¢ Paul Watson, co-founder of Green- 
peace: “It doesn’t matter what is true, it 
only matters what people believe is true.” 

¢ Jim Sibbison, environmental journal- 
ist and former public-relations official for 
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the EPA: “We routinely wrote scare sto- 
ries.... We were out to whip the public into 
a frenzy about the environment.” 

¢ Daniel B. Botkin, ecologist and pro- 
fessor emeritus in the Department of 
Ecology, Evolution, and Marine Biology 
at University of California, Santa Barbara: 
“The only way to get our society to truly 
change is to frighten people with the pos- 
sibility of a catastrophe.” 

¢ Bill McKibben, climate “scientist,” au- 
thor, and founder of 350.org: “A spiritual 
voice is urgently needed to underline the 
fact that global warming is already caus- 
ing human anguish and mortality in our na- 
tion and abroad, and much more will occur 
in the future without rapid action”; “In 50 
years, no one will care about the fiscal cliff 
or the Euro crisis. They’ ll just ask, ‘So the 
Arctic melted, and then what did you do?’” 

¢ James Hansen, climate “scientist” and 
author: “Imagine a giant asteroid on a di- 


rect collision course with Earth. That is 
the equivalent of what we face now [with 
climate change], yet we dither”; “We are 
on the precipice of climate system tipping 
points beyond which there is no redemp- 
tion”; “What we are doing to the future 
of our children, and the other species on 
the planet, is a clear moral issue”; “The 
trains carrying coal to power plants are 
death trains. Coal-fired power plants are 
factories of death.”; “Global warming has 
already triggered a sea level rise that could 
reach from 6 metres [around 20 feet] to 
25 metres [around 80 feet]”; “Chief ex- 
ecutives of large fossil fuel companies 
[should] be put on trial for high crimes 
against humanity and nature.” 

¢ René Dubos, French scientist, envi- 
ronmentalist, and author: “Our salvation 
depends upon our ability to create a reli- 
gion of nature.” 

¢ Rajendra Pachauri, head of the UN 
IPCC from 2002 to 2015: “For me the 
protection of Planet Earth, the survival 
of all species and the sustainability of our 
ecosystems is more than a mission. It is 
my religion and my dharma.” 

¢ Al Gore, former U.S. vice president, 
multi-millionaire, and author of An In- 
convenient Truth: “The fate of mankind, 
as well as religion, depends on the emer- 
gence of a new faith in the future. Armed 


False prophet: Al Gore, author of An /nconvenient Truth and narrator of the “documentary” by 
the same name, is perhaps the best known of Environmentalism’s priests and prophets. His 
outlandish predictions did not come to pass, yet he is still revered by many Greens. 
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with such a faith, we might find it pos- 
sible to re-sanctify the earth.” 

¢ Mikhail Gorbachev, former head of 
the Soviet Union: “I envisage the princi- 
ples of the Earth Charter to be a new form 
of the ten commandments. They lay the 
foundation for a sustainable global earth 
community”; “Nature is my god. To me, 
nature is sacred; trees are my temples and 
forests are my cathedrals.” 

¢ Robert Muller, former UN assistant 
secretary-general: “Little by little a plan- 
etary prayer book is thus being composed 
by an increasingly united humanity seek- 
ing its oneness. Once again, but this time 
on auniversal scale, humankind is seeking 
no less than its reunion with ‘divine,’ its 
transcendence into higher forms of life.” 

¢ Maurice Strong, billionaire Canadian 
oilman, environmentalist, and “power 
behind the throne” at the 1992 UN Earth 
Summit: “It is the responsibility of each 
human being today to choose between the 
force of darkness and the force of light. 
We must therefore transform our attitudes, 
and adopt a renewed respect for the supe- 
rior laws of Divine Nature.” 

* George Monbiot, “environmental 
journalist” for the U.K. Guardian: “Every 
time someone dies as a result of floods in 
Bangladesh, an airline executive should be 
dragged out of his office and drowned.” 

¢ Jill Singer, Australian Green and 
“journalist”: “I’m prepared to keep an 
open mind and propose another stunt for 
climate sceptics — put your strong views 
to the test by exposing yourselves to high 
concentrations of either carbon dioxide or 
some other colourless, odourless gas — 
say, carbon monoxide.” 

* Ross Gelbsan, former journalist: “Not 
only do journalists not have a responsibil- 
ity to report what skeptical scientists have 
to say about global warming. They have 
a responsibility not to report what these 
scientists say.” 

¢ Charles Alexander, science edi- 
tor for Time magazine: “I would freely 
admit that on [global warming] we have 
crossed the boundary from news report- 
ing to advocacy.” 

* David Roberts, journalist for Grist 
magazine: “When we’ve finally gotten 
serious about global warming, when the 
impacts are really hitting us and we’re in 
a full worldwide scramble to minimize the 
damage, we should have war crimes trials 
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Developing doctrine: The UN’s International Panel on Climate Change serves as a gathering spot 


where the “theologians” of Environmentalism — so-called climate scientists — can put forth new 
doctrine so the UN can formulate “guidelines” for the world’s nations. 


for these bastards [global warming skep- 
tics] — some sort of climate Nuremberg.” 
¢ Christian Anton Mayer, a.k.a. Carl 
Amery, German environmentalist and 
writer: “We, in the green movement, as- 
pire to a cultural model in which killing a 
forest will be considered more contempt- 
ible and more criminal than the sale of 
6-year-old children to Asian brothels.” 

These quotes are not indicative of 
measured, cool-headed scientific think- 
ing, but betray a deep religious zeal and 
conviction. 

Official Doctrine: All religions have 
official doctrines that are recognized and 
followed by devotees. Environmentalism 
does so as well. 

The “church” of the UN hosts the Inter- 
national Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
The IPCC publishes reports every five to 
seven years that reflect the consensus of 
so-called climate scientists (who are often 
adherents to Greenism themselves), and 
these reports are used by the UN Frame- 
work Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) to set and update policy goals 
for UN member nations to follow regard- 
ing regulations to lower CO, emissions. 

The UNFCCC was adopted at the 1992 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, which 
also gave rise to Agenda 21, a program for 
global sustainable development in the 21st 
century. The UN’s Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals (SDGs), adopted in September 
of 2015 and known formally as “Trans- 


forming Our World: The 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development,” or simply 
Agenda 2030, are 17 “Global Goals” com- 
prised of 169 “targets” for the nations of 
the world to meet in order to ensure a more 
sustainable, Earth-friendly future. 

This “doctrine” put forth by the 
“church” of the UN is non-binding and has 
no official global enforcement mechanism 
(yet), but UN member states are expected 
to follow these guidelines and transform 
their economies, policies, and the lives of 
their citizens to meet the UN’s recommen- 
dations. As former UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said regarding the impor- 
tance and urgency of global sustainability 
and environmentalism, “We don’t have 
plan B because there is no planet B.” 

Orthodoxy and Heresy: All religions 
have orthodox and heterodox beliefs. For 
Greens, orthodoxy is the belief that the 
Earth is sacred and must be protected. 
Human industrial activity is ruining, 
and to an extent has already ruined, the 
Earth. Human industrial CO, emissions 
are causing catastrophic warming of the 
planet’s climate, and this can, and must, 
be slowed or reversed by reducing CO, 
emissions and adopting a more “sustain- 
able” lifestyle. Sustainability includes 
lowering one’s standard of living (for 
Westerners) and using less resources, and 
living in an environmentally conscious 
fashion. This could include riding bicy- 
cles or taking public transportation rather 
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People who, for whatever reason, do not wish to 

go “sustainable” and lower their standard of living 

or refuse to condemn fossil-fuel Companies as the 
greatest of all sinners are condemned as heretics who 
are blaspheming against Gaia. 


than driving a car; recycling as much as 
possible; using less water and electricity; 
using electricity from “green” sources 
such as solar or wind; eating local, fair- 
trade, or organic food; living in “tiny 
houses,” and the list goes on. 

Many environmentalists adhere to these 
orthodox beliefs with a religious zeal, and 
anyone who denies these beliefs is a her- 
etic and roundly criticized. For instance, 
those who — often for legitimate scientif- 
ic reasons — dispute the claim that human 
CO, emissions are causing catastrophic 
global warming are labeled “deniers,” a 
term that calls to mind a Holocaust denier. 
Boston Globe columnist Ellen Goodman 
even wrote that “global warming deniers 
are now on a par with Holocaust deniers.” 
People who, for whatever reason, do not 
wish to go “sustainable” and lower their 
standard of living or refuse to condemn 
fossil-fuel companies as the greatest of 
all sinners are condemned as heretics who 
are blaspheming against Gaia. 

These labels and accusations seem ex- 
treme and unfounded, but are completely 
sensible when understood in the context 
of a religion. 


Just Another False Religion 
The observation that Environmentalism 
functions as a religion is not entirely new. 
A number of writers and academics, usu- 
ally of a more “conservative” bent, have 
noticed this phenomenon in recent decades. 
As Paul H. Rubin wrote for the Wall 
Street Journal in 2010, “While people 
have worshipped many things, we may 
be the first to build shrines to garbage.” 
Rubin (writing from a secular perspective) 
states that religion has, historically, given 
identity and meaning to human society, 
and “it is this identity-creating function 
that environmentalism provides. As the 
world becomes less religious, people can 
define themselves as being Green rather 
than being Christian or Jewish.” 
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Ray Evans, an Australian businessman, 
politician, and global-warming skeptic, 
has also noticed the parallels between En- 
vironmentalism and religion: 


Almost all of the attacks on the min- 
ing industry being generated by the 
environmentalist movement [in the 
1990s] were coming out of North- 
ern Europe and Scandinavia, and it 
didn’t take me long to work out that 
we were dealing with religious belief, 
that the elites of Northern Europe and 
Scandinavia — the political elites, the 
intellectual elites, even the business 
elites — were, in fact, believers in one 
brand of environmentalism or another 
and regardless of the facts. Some of 
the most bizarre policies were coming 
out of these countries with respect to 
metals. I found myself having to find 
out — “Why is this so?” — because 
on the face of it they were insane, 
but they were very strongly held and 
you’d have to say that when people 


hold onto beliefs regarding the natural 
world, and hold onto them regardless 
of any evidence to the contrary, then 
you’re dealing with religion, you’re 
not dealing with science.... 

Secondly, it fulfills a religious need. 
They need to believe in sin, so that 
means sin is equal to pollution. They 
need to believe in salvation. Well, 
sustainable development is salvation. 
They need to believe in a mankind 
that needs redemption, so you get re- 
demption by stopping using carbon 
fuels like coal and oil and so on. So, it 
fulfills a religious need and a political 
need, which is why they hold onto it 
so tenaciously, despite all the evidence 
that the whole thing is nonsense. 


As the late science-fiction author Michael 
Crichton said in a brilliant speech to the 
Commonwealth Club in 2003, 


I studied anthropology in college, and 
one of the things I learned was that 
certain human social structures always 
reappear. They can’t be eliminated 
from society. One of those structures 
is religion. Today it is said we live ina 
secular society in which many people 
— the best people, the most enlight- 
ened people — do not believe in any 
religion. But I think that you cannot 
eliminate religion from the psyche 
of mankind. If you suppress it in one 


Jesus goes Green: Christianity, a foundational 
element of Western civilization, is quickly 
adapting many of its core tenets to become 
compatible with Environmentalism. Even some 
traditionally conservative denominations are 
becoming more Green-thinking. 
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Calling a spade a spade: The late Michael Crichton, who saw many of his best-selling science- 


fiction books made into blockbuster movies, was outspoken in his criticism of Environmentalism 


as a new religion for “secular” Westerners. 


form, it merely re-emerges in another 
form. You can not believe in God, but 
you still have to believe in something 
that gives meaning to your life, and 
shapes your sense of the world. Such 
a belief is religious. 

Today, one of the most powerful 
religions in the Western World is en- 
vironmentalism. Environmentalism 
seems to be the religion of choice for 
urban atheists. Why do I say it’s a re- 
ligion? Well, just look at the beliefs. 
If you look carefully, you see that 
environmentalism is in fact a perfect 
21st century remapping of traditional 
Judeo-Christian beliefs and myths... 

Eden, the fall of man, the loss of 
grace, the coming doomsday — these 
are deeply held mythic structures. 
They are profoundly conservative be- 
liefs. They may even be hard-wired 
in the brain, for all I know. I certain- 
ly don’t want to talk anybody out of 
them, as I don’t want to talk anybody 
out of a belief that Jesus Christ is the 
son of God who rose from the dead. 
But the reason I don’t want to talk 
anybody out of these beliefs is that 
I know that I can’t talk anybody out 
of them. These are not facts that can 
be argued. These are issues of faith. 

And so it is, sadly, with environ- 
mentalism. Increasingly it seems 
facts aren’t necessary, because the 
tenets of environmentalism are all 
about belief. It’s about whether you 
are going to be a sinner, or saved. 
Whether you are going to be one of 
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the people on the side of salvation, or 
on the side of doom. Whether you are 
going to be one of us, or one of them. 


But so what? What if Environmentalism 
really does function as a religion? Is this 
really a bad thing? In a word, yes. More 
precisely, it’s a bad thing for two reasons: 
1) It is based upon false premises, and 
2) Using those false premises, it seeks 
to impose its vision for the world via the 
force of government (namely, the United 
Nations). 

The false premises that Greenism is 
based upon are manifold. As Crichton 
pointed out regarding the Environmental- 
ists’ concept of Eden: 


There is no Eden. There never was. 
What was that Eden of the wonderful 
mythic past? Is it the ttme when infant 
mortality was 80%, when four chil- 
dren in five died of disease before the 
age of five? When one woman in six 
died in childbirth? When the average 
lifespan was 40, as it was in America 
a century ago? When plagues swept 
across the planet, killing millions in a 
stroke? Was it when millions starved 
to death? Is that when it was Eden? 


Crichton continued, 


And what about indigenous peoples, 
living in a state of harmony with the 
Eden-like environment? Well, they 
never did. On this continent, the 
newly arrived people who crossed 


the land bridge almost immediately 
set about wiping out hundreds of spe- 
cies of large animals, and they did 
this several thousand years before the 
white man showed up, to accelerate 
the process. And what was the condi- 
tion of life? Loving, peaceful, harmo- 
nious? Hardly: the early peoples of 
the New World lived ina state of con- 
stant warfare.... In short, the romantic 
view of the natural world as a bliss- 
ful Eden is only held by people who 
have no actual experience of nature. 


One test of the validity of a religious belief 
is determining the accuracy of prophetic 
pronouncements. As THE NEw AMERICAN 
has reported in detail in many articles, 
both in print and online, environmental- 
ists have been embarrassingly wrong about 
their “prophecies” of impending climate 
catastrophe. For example, throughout the 
1970s, various prophetic pronouncements 
were made predicting dire consequences 
if humanity did not change its sinful ways, 
particularly regarding population growth 
and industrialization. Mass starvation of the 
world’s people owing to overpopulation and 
crop failures, mass extinction of the world’s 
living animals, a new ice age caused by air 
pollution blocking the sun, and the deple- 
tion of the world’s resources were all pre- 
dicted to happen before the year 2000. 

Many people were (understandably) 
frightened by these predictions at the time, 
and since the predicted disasters were to 
take place more than two decades in the 
future, they seemed believable. But obvi- 
ously, none of these “prophecies” came to 
pass. Were the prophets branded as kooks 
and run out of their prestigious university 
or government positions? Hardly — by 
2000, people had forgotten the claims, and 
the prophets simply changed their tune. 
And so the prophecies continue. 

In 2000, scientists were predicting that 
winter snowfall would be “a rare and 
exciting event” “within a few years.” 
In 2003, the Pentagon released a report 
claiming that, within a 10-year time 
frame, California’s coastal areas would 
be flooded, Arctic ice would be gone, and 
low-lying countries such as the Nether- 
lands would be unlivable. In 2005, the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) predicted some 50 million “cli- 
mate refugees” by 20/0 from people in 
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Fighting the false prophets: Organizations such as the Nongovernmental International Panel 
on Climate Change (NIPCC) are holding conferences and publishing research reflecting a sound 
scientific opposition to the increasingly hysterical Green religion. 


low-lying areas fleeing rising sea levels. 
Perhaps most (in)famously, Al Gore pre- 
dicted in 2007 that Arctic sea ice would 
be gone by 2013. He repeated the claim 
in 2008 and 2009, extending the timing 
for the fulfillment of his prophecy out to 
2014 or 2016. 

Again, people were frightened by these 
predictions. And again, none of them came 
to pass. And again, the prophets were never 
run out of town. They were criticized by 
those who don’t adhere to Greenism, for 
sure, but by mainstream media and gov- 
ernment, they were given a pass. 

In addition to the myriad failed “proph- 
ecies,” the Green priesthood continues 
to publish doctrine via UN IPCC reports 
insisting that the Earth’s climate is warm- 
ing, and something must be done to stop 
this warming, even though data show 
that global average temperatures have re- 
mained essentially flat for nearly 20 years. 

This level of false pronouncements, 
scaremongering, and ignoring evidence to 
the contrary is not a phenomenon of sci- 
ence, but of a religion. This is one striking 
feature of Environmentalism that makes 
it a religion: It doesn’t need any “proof” 
or facts. The facts disprove the claims of 
Environmentalists, but this doesn’t seem 
to faze them in the least. 

Apparently, a massive amount of cogni- 
tive dissonance is required to be Green. In 
fact, true to their status as die-hard reli- 
gious believers, many Greens won’t even 
listen to other views. For example, an ar- 
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ticle at thenewamerican.com entitled “Cli- 
mate Alarmists Have Been Wrong About 
Virtually Everything,” which simply 
pointed out many of the failed predictions 
of the Green prophets, had this critical 
comment posted in the comment section: 


The issue has already been adjudi- 
cated by every legitimate scientific 
organization that has looked at it. Can 
anyone name a national science acad- 
emy, no matter how conservative a 
country they come from, that disputes 
human-caused global warming? The 
reason other countries are running 
circles around the USA in science 
and math is articles and forums like 
this one that attack legitimate sci- 
ence with propaganda masquerading 
as science. How more anti-American 
can you get than to believe the stuff 
in this article. It’s time to join the true 
conservatives and offer conservative 
solutions to the climate change issue. 


So basically, despite the article offering 
many examples showing how Green- 
ism’s prophets and 
priests were dead 
wrong in their pre- 
dictions over the 
past few decades, 
we are fools to 
question what they 
say because lots of 


them are saying bal 


@ Additional copies of this issue of THE 
New AMERICAN are available at quantity- 
» discount prices. To place your order, visit 


it. In other words, “Just take it on faith.” 
Sound familiar? Is this not the same at- 
titude that religious people are often 
laughed at for having? 

There are many religions in the world, 
saying many different things. What makes 
Environmentalism so deceptive and dan- 
gerous is the fact that it is becoming the 
religion of choice for the global-govern- 
ment crowd. And it’s especially dangerous 
because it’s not being presented as a reli- 
gion; to the contrary, it’s being presented 
as science. It’s presented as something 
non-religious, so people who, for what- 
ever reason, reject traditional religion can 
follow it and not even know they’re being 
“religious” about the environment. 

As we’ve pointed out for years at THE 
NEw AMERICAN, the United Nations is es- 
sentially a global government under con- 
struction. The fact that the UN functions 
as the “church” for the religion of Envi- 
ronmentalism reveals just how dangerous 
this religion is. Give a global government 
the authority to essentially “sponsor” a re- 
ligion, and you won’t just have a state re- 
ligion, something now anathema to many 
Western nations, but a world religion. 

So what should the “climate heretics” 
do? The best thing to do in response to this 
false religion, as with any false religion, is 
to continue to bring the truth about Green- 
ism to as many people as possible. Once 
enough people, especially those who nom- 
inally believe some of the environmental 
doctrine but are not totally sold on it, see 
how blatantly hysterical and power-hungry 
many of these Green leaders are, they will 
refuse to go along with the dictates of the 
new global religion. But this must be done 
before it’s too late. Already, the Agenda 
2030 goals are reaching into classrooms 
throughout traditionally freedom-loving 
countries such as America and brainwash- 
ing children with Green religious doctrine. 
If this issue is ignored, it might only be a 
few more generations, at most, before all 
the world goes Green. 
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THE CIA’S HACK 


WikiLeaks released thousands of pages of information provided by an informant, showing 
that the CIA not only developed tools to hack every major electronic device, but lost them. 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


which is part of a larger war on pri- 

vacy — waged by the surveillance 
hawks in government, the stakes have 
never been higher than now. As the three- 
letter-agencies and others that work to 
maintain the surveillance state have run 
into a blind wall of encryption, they have 
sought new ways to violate the privacy of 
the targets of their surveillance. 

In the almost four years since Edward 
Snowden revealed the depth and breadth 
of the mass surveillance being conducted 
on American citizens and others by the 
NSA and other three-letter-agencies, an 
active battle has been waged between 
those who would protect privacy and 
those who would encroach upon it. As the 
surveillance hawks have vacillated be- 
tween denying the size and scope of the 
surveillance on the one hand and demand- 
ing backdoors into the encryption used by 
people to secure their data on the other 
hand, default encryption has become the 
standard for devices running the newer 
versions of both iOS and Android. Mil- 
lions of people all over the world began to 
seek out ways to secure their data at rest 
(files and folders stored on a device) and 
their data in motion (communications). 

As aresponse to that increased demand, 
more and more software developers began 
to offer simple-to-use applications for mo- 
bile devices and computers. Those simple- 
to-use applications provide impenetrable 
encryption both for storing data and for 
end-to-end encrypted communications. 

The surveillance state responded with 
both a public relations attack (painting 
encryption as a “tool of terrorists”) and a 
test case in the courts. In the wake of the 
terrorist attack in San Bernardino in De- 
cember 2015, the Department of Justice 
(a misnomer if ever there was one) took 
Apple to court in an attempt to force the 
company to provide a backdoor into the 
iOS platform — circumventing the en- 


I: the ongoing war on encryption — 
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Free hacking tools: Thanks to the CIA’s mishandling of the hacking tools it never should have 
created, those tools are now in the hands of other hackers — both state-sponsored and otherwise. 


cryption protecting those devices. The Jus- 
tice Department insisted the FBI claimed 
that the backdoor would only be used 
once, on one phone — the phone used by 
the San Bernardino shooter, Sayed Farook. 
Expert after expert showed that there is no 
such thing as a “one-time-use backdoor” 
and that once such a technique exists, it 
could be used as often (and as widely) as 
those using it desired. 

The government’s case was nothing 
more than an attempt to set a precedent. 
Apple stood firm in its refusal to com- 
promise the encryption of its devices, 
and — on the brink of a court decision 
that seemed likely to favor Apple’s posi- 
tion — the Justice Department dropped its 
case. The test case ended with no win for 
the surveillance state and no precedent set. 

In the immediate aftermath of that fail- 
ure, the surveillance hawks in Congress 


introduced legislation to require compa- 
nies offering encrypted devices and ap- 
plications to create backdoors that would 
allow government agencies to sidestep the 
encryption. That legislation also failed. In 
fact, it never got out of committee. This 
writer detailed those events in an article 
for the July 18, 2016 issue of THE NEw 
AMERICAN entitled “Government’s All- 
access Pass to Your Privacy.” That article 
can also be found on THE NEW AMERICAN’S 
website. 

Then the other shoe dropped. 

On March 7, 2016, WikiLeaks an- 
nounced the largest publication of confi- 
dential documents on the CIA ever made 
public. The publication of these docu- 
ments and files — code-named “Vault 
7’ by WikiLeaks — exposes “the scope 
and direction of the CIA’s global covert 
hacking program, its malware arsenal and 
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You might be a terrorist: After the introduction of full encryption in both iOS and Android, the 
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surveillance hawks began claiming that encryption is a tool of terrorists. In reality, encryption is 
an equal-opportunity tool for protecting users’ privacy. 


dozens of ‘zero day’ weaponized exploits 
against a wide range of U.S. and Euro- 
pean company products, include Apple’s 
iPhone, Google’s Android and Microsoft’s 
Windows and even Samsung TVs, which 
are turned into covert microphones,” ac- 
cording to a press release by WikiLeaks. 

The first part of “Vault 7” is called 
“Year Zero” and includes nearly 9,000 
leaked documents and files detailing the 
CIA’s arsenal of cyberweapons — in- 
cluding “malware, viruses, trojans, wea- 
ponized ‘zero day’ exploits, malware 
remote control systems and associated 
documentation” — and the hacker army 
of “over 5000 registered users” employed 
by the CIA to use those cyberweapons to 
compromise computers, mobile devices, 
SmartTVs, and automobiles. As the press 
release explains: 


Since 2001 the CIA has gained politi- 
cal and budgetary preeminence over 
the U.S. National Security Agency 
(NSA). The CIA found itself building 
not just its now infamous drone fleet, 
but a very different type of covert, 
globe-spanning force — its own sub- 
stantial fleet of hackers. The agency’s 
hacking division freed it from having 


By the end of 2016, the CIA’s 
hacking division, which formally 
falls under the agency’s Center for 
Cyber Intelligence (CCI), had over 
5000 registered users and had pro- 
duced more than a thousand hacking 
systems, trojans, viruses, and other 
“weaponized” malware. Such is the 
scale of the CIA’s undertaking that by 
2016, its hackers had utilized more 
code than that used to run Facebook. 
The CIA had created, in effect, its 
“own NSA” with even less account- 
ability and without publicly answer- 
ing the question as to whether such 
a massive budgetary spend on dupli- 
cating the capacities of a rival agency 
could be justified. 

In a statement to WikiLeaks the 
source details policy questions that 
they say urgently need to be debat- 
ed in public, including whether the 
CIA’s hacking capabilities exceed its 
mandated powers and the problem of 
public oversight of the agency. The 
source wishes to initiate a public de- 
bate about the security, creation, use, 
proliferation and democratic control 
of cyberweapons. 


code-named “Dark Matter” — shows 
that the CIA has also developed “tools” 
and “methods” for installing malware 
directly into the firmware embedded in 
the hardware of Mac laptops. Since these 
are “firmware” hacks, the surveillance 
weapons would remain on the devices 
even if the hard drive were formatted (or 
replaced) and the operating system rein- 
stalled (or replaced). 

The leaked information also shows 
that — after developing the cyberweap- 
ons — the CIA hackers handled them in 
ways that violate the most basic chain 
of custody. As a direct result of that, the 
WikiLeaks press release says, “Recently, 
the CIA lost control of the majority of its 
hacking arsenal.” 

The inescapable conclusion of the CIA 
losing control of its cyberweapons is that 
they are now likely in the hands of oth- 
ers — both hostile nation-states and indi- 
viduals — with even less restraint than the 
CIA, if that were possible. If those weapons 
— instead of being bits and bytes, lines of 
computer code — were guns and bombs, 
the result would be the same. And to put 
in the for-what-it’s-worth column, this is at 
least as bad as that, because computer code 
is far easier to duplicate and modify than 
physical weapons. As WikiLeaks put it: 


Cyber ‘weapons’ are not possible to 
keep under effective control. 

While nuclear proliferation has 
been restrained by the enormous 
costs and visible infrastructure in- 
volved in assembling enough fissile 
material to produce a critical nuclear 
mass, cyber ‘weapons’, once devel- 
oped, are very hard to retain. 

Cyber ‘weapons’ are in fact just 
computer programs which can be pi- 
rated like any other. Since they are 
entirely comprised of information 
they can be copied quickly with no 
marginal cost. 

Securing such ‘weapons’ is par- 
ticularly difficult since the same 
people who develop and use them 
have the skills to exfiltrate copies 
without leaving traces — sometimes 
by using the very same ‘weapons’ 


20 


to disclose its often controversial op- 
erations to the NSA (its primary bu- 
reaucratic rival) in order to draw on 
the NSA’s hacking capacities. 


In a subsequent press release, issued 
March 23, 2016, WikiLeaks published 
more information about the CIA’s hack- 
ing program. That new information — 


against the organizations that con- 
tain them. There are substantial price 
incentives for government hack- 
ers and consultants to obtain copies 
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since there is a global “vulnerability 
market” that will pay hundreds of 
thousands to millions of dollars for 
copies of such ‘weapons’. Similarly, 
contractors and companies who ob- 
tain such ‘weapons’ sometimes use 
them for their own purposes, obtain- 
ing advantage over their competitors 
in selling ‘hacking’ services. 


Also, “Once a single cyber ‘weapon’ is 
‘loose’ it can spread around the world in 
seconds, to be used by peer states, cyber 
mafia and teenage hackers alike.” 

The documents and files were leaked 
to WikiLeaks by an unknown source who 
had access to them because of the hap- 
hazard way in which they were circulated 
within the CIA and its contractor compa- 
nies. Due to the dangerous nature of the 
cyberweapons and instructions for their 
use included in the leak, and not wanting 
to be guilty of the further spread of the cy- 
berweapons, WikiLeaks made a surprising 
decision: For perhaps the first time in its 
decade-long history, WikiLeaks redacted 
the information before publishing it. 

As the press release explains: 


Wikileaks has also decided to re- 
dact and anonymise some identify- 
ing information in “Year Zero” for 
in depth analysis. These redactions 
include ten of thousands of CIA tar- 


AP Images 


gets and attack machines through- 
out Latin America, Europe and the 
United States. While we are aware of 
the imperfect results of any approach 
chosen, we remain committed to our 
publishing model and note that the 
quantity of published pages in “Vault 
7° part one (“Year Zero”) already 
eclipses the total number of pages 
published over the first three years 
of the Edward Snowden NSA leaks. 


Given that WikiLeaks considered the doc- 
uments and files so dangerous as to cause 
the whistleblower website to depart from 
its policy of “release without redaction,” 
what exactly are those cyberweapons ca- 
pable of? 

The “Year Zero” disclosures show that 
the CIA’s hacking weapons allow hackers 
to exploit vulnerabilities found in the soft- 
ware and firmware (software embedded 
into the hardware of electronic devices) in 
a plethora of consumer electronics made 
by some of the biggest names in electron- 
ics. By exploiting those vulnerabilities (or 
“bugs’”’), a hacker using the CIA’s “tools” 
could break in to — and control — com- 
puters and mobile devices including those 
running Windows, Mac, Linux, Solaris, 
Android, iOS, and other operating sys- 
tems. Those operating systems account for 
nearly all computers and mobile devices 
worldwide. 
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Move over, NSA: According to the “Vault 7” documents, the CIA has created a hacking division to 


rival the NSA in size and scope. Where will it end? 
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But just how much control could the 
hacker gain over those devices? In short, 
total control. 

The leaked documents show that the 
CIA has developed techniques to remotely 
activate a wide range of devices (including 
powering them on, if they are turned off) 
and control the cameras and microphones 
— turning them into surveillance devices 
that allow the hacker to both listen to and 
watch the victim of the surveillance. 

The implications of remote control ac- 
cess are staggering and go far beyond the 
ability to watch and listen (as bad as that 
is). Having control over the device would 
also mean the hacker could access all files 
and folders on the device. This would not 
only mean that the hackers could view 
those files and folders, it would mean 
they could add and delete at will. As this 
writer said in an online article dated March 
8, 2016: 


If the hacker wanted to bring an ad- 
versary down, it would be a simple 
matter to create a hidden folder 
containing illegal files — including 
child pornography — on the victim’s 
device to be “discovered” at a later 
date by investigators serving a war- 
rant. Such a sting operation would 
look — for all the world — like a 
legitimate law-enforcement activity. 
Even if it did not end in a prosecu- 
tion and prison, the victim could be 
branded for life. 


If that seems far-fetched, there is a well- 
documented case where this is almost 
exactly what happened. In 2012, CBS 
News correspondent Shary] Attkisson was 
working on an exposé of the Obama ad- 
ministration regarding the Benghazi scan- 
dal. Her computer — an iMac — began 
making a loud noise as the fan ran at full 
speed, indicating that the processor was 
overheating. That is odd behavior for an 
Apple product, even more so because the 
same thing had happened a few days ear- 
lier to the Toshiba laptop issued to her by 
CBS News. 

Attkisson took her computer to an ex- 
pert. That expert, described by Attkisson 
as a “confidential source inside the gov- 
ernment,” discovered on her computer 
a piece of “commercial, nonattributable 
spyware that’s proprietary to a govern- 
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After developing the cyberweapons, the CIA hackers 
handled them in ways that violate the most basic chain 
of custody. As a direct result of that, the WikiLeaks 
press release says, “Recently, the CIA lost control of the 
majority of its hacking arsenal.” 


ment agency: either the CIA, FBI, the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, or the Na- 
tional Security Agency (NSA).” Not only 
that, but buried in the system files of 
her operating system (where she would 
be almost certain never to look) — 
there were three classified government 
documents. Attkisson could have been 
charged under the Espionage Act for 
possessing those documents. In her book 
Stonewalled: My Fight for Truth Against 
the Forces of Obstruction, 
Intimidation, and Harass- 
ment in Obama’s Washington 
Attkisson asks rhetorically, 
“Why? To frame me?” 
Attkisson’s claims — far 
from being mere he-said/she- 
said — are well-substantiat- 
ed. She points out in her book 
that both CBS News and Don 
Allison, a security specialist 
at Kore Logic, confirmed the 
presence of the government 
spyware on her computer. In 
fact, after describing an epi- 
sode of watching “data in my 
computer file ... wiping at 
hyperspeed before my very 
eyes,” she says in her book: 


While a great deal of data 
has been expertly wiped in 
an attempt to cover-up the 
deed, Don [Allison] is able 
to find remnants of what 
was once there. There’s key 
evidence of a government 
computer connection to my 
computer. A sort of back- 
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ISP address for a govern- 
ment computer that can’t 
be accessed by the general 
public on the Web. It’s an 
undeniable link to the U.S. 
government. 
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As she recounts, Allison explained, “This 
ISP address is better evidence of the gov- 
ernment being in your computer than the 
government had when it accused China of 
hacking into computers in the U.S.” 

So just how did the government gain 
that degree of control over Attkisson’s 
computers? For that matter, how do hack- 
ers (both government and non-govern- 
ment) ever gain control over any device? 
The WikiLeaks disclosures of the CIA’s 


Set up? CBS News correspondent Sharyl Attkisson’s computers were 
infected with government malware that was used to monitor her 

investigation of Benghazi. Worse, classified government documents 
were planted on her computer. 


hacking program go a long way toward 
answering those questions. 

All software has the potential for vul- 
nerabilities. As stated above, the arsenal 
of cyberweapons developed by the CIA 
includes malware, viruses, trojans, mal- 
ware remote-control systems, and wea- 
ponized “zero day” exploits. “Zero day” 
exploits refer to those vulnerabilities that 
hackers discover but are not known to the 
manufacturer of the hardware or software 
— therefore the developer has “zero days” 
to patch the vulnerabilities before they are 
used as exploits. By exploiting these vul- 
nerabilities, hackers at the CIA developed 
ways to penetrate the systems running the 
vulnerable software and firmware to gain 
control over a variety of devices, includ- 
ing computers running almost all operat- 
ing systems; “smart” mobile devices such 
as iPhones, iPads, and phones and tablets 
running Android; SmartTVs; 
and automobiles. (For infor- 
mation on the potential uses 
for “hacked” cars and trucks, 
see the article on page 29.) 

Since the CIA’s hackers re- 
quire unpatched vulnerabili- 
ties to penetrate systems and 
devices, the CIA routinely 
“hoarded” those vulnerabilities 
by discovering them but not 
reporting them to the hardware 
and software manufacturers. 
While this may seem to make 
sense in the darkened recesses 
of the minds of the CIA’s hack- 
ing army, the reality is that by 
leaving those vulnerabilities 
unpatched, the CIA allowed 
a situation that threatened the 
security of the very people it 
is sworn to protect. (For in- 
formation on steps you can 
take to protect yourself against 
hackers — both government 
and non-government, see the 
article on page 25.) 

The documents and files in 
the “Year Zero” publication 
show that the CIA developed 
hacking tools specifically 
geared toward Microsoft Win- 
dows (which, considering the 
essential spyware nature of 
Windows, could not have 
been very difficult). Since 
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Something for everyone: The CIA created (and lost control of) tools to hack into various 
electronic devices, whether they are running Windows, MacO$, Android, iOS, or Linux. 


Windows maintains the dominant share of 
the operating system market for end users, 
the CIA’s decision to focus much of its at- 
tention there makes logistical sense. But 
the hacking army did not limit its arsenal 
of cyberweapons to only those geared to- 
ward Windows. Hacking tools were also 
developed to exploit vulnerabilities found 
in other operating systems. 

A sampling of some of the programs 
developed by the CIA shows just how in- 
vasive these weapons can be: 

* UMBRAGE is a suite of cyberweap- 
ons that includes keyloggers, password 
collection, webcam capture, data destruc- 
tion, persistence, privilege escalation, 
stealth, anti-virus (PSP) avoidance, and 
survey techniques. 

¢ Fine Dining is a “menu” that CIA case 
officers fill out to request the tools they 
need to accomplish “exfiltrating” informa- 
tion from computer systems. 

¢ Improvise (JQJIMPROVISE) is “a 
toolset for configuration, post-processing, 
payload setup and execution vector se- 
lection for survey/exfiltration tools sup- 
porting all major operating systems like 
Windows (Bartender), MacOS (JukeBox) 
and Linux (DanceFloor). Its configuration 
utilities such as Margarita allow the NOC 
(Network Operation Center) to customize 
tools based on requirements from ‘Fine 
Dining’ questionnaires.” 
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¢ HIVE is “a multi-platform CIA mal- 
ware suite and its associated control soft- 
ware. The project provides customizable 
implants for Windows, Solaris, MikroTik 
(used in internet routers) and Linux plat- 
forms and a Listening Post (LP)/Com- 
mand and Control (C2) infrastructure to 
communicate with these implants.” 

¢ Weeping Angel is a toolset that in- 
fests smart TVs, transforming them into 
covert microphones. It has a “Fake-Off 
mode” that allows hackers to “suppress 
LEDs” to fool the owner of the SmartTV 
into believing the device is turned off, 
when — in reality — it is watching (via 
the built-in camera) and listening (via the 
built-in microphone). 

Even the names of these weapons are 
very telling. If the CIA hackers believed 
they were doing honorable and praise- 
worthy work, one would expect them to 
name their “tools” after virtuous things. 
Instead, these tools are often named after 
evil things — albeit based on science-fic- 
tion characters. For instance, the program 
“HIVE” seems to be named after a char- 
acter from the television series Marvel's 
Agents of S.H1E.L.D. The character is 
an evil alien hybrid who wants to take 
over the world. He attempts to do so by 
infecting those with whom he comes into 
contact with a virus that brings them both 
under his control and into a single con- 


sciousness with him. Similarly, the pro- 
gram “Weeping Angel” is named after 
a race of malicious predatory creatures 
from the British television series Doc- 
tor Who. The Weeping Angels in Doctor 
Who are creatures who appear to be stone 
statues as long as they are being watched. 
Once their victim looks away, the Weep- 
ing Angels begin moving and doing their 
evil deeds. 

The hacking tools in these programs 
— as seen in the sample list above — 
allow the hackers to take complete con- 
trol over the target devices. It is as if 
the hackers are sitting at the keyboard, 
looking at the monitor. Worse, because 
the control happens surreptitiously, the 
owner or user of the device has no idea 
he or she is being watched, listened to, 
and otherwise spied upon. 

For mobile devices, the news is perhaps 
even worse. Many have long known that 
mobile devices are the most difficult of 
electronics to lock down to a level of good 
security. This is because the very nature of 
smartphones depends on them always hav- 
ing a connection to mobile towers for both 
voice and data connectivity. Coupled with 
the GPS capabilities of the devices and the 
presence of built-in cameras (front-facing 
and rear-facing) and other sensors to de- 
tect a long list of environmental variables, 
this makes for an electronic device that 
seems designed to report on your location 
and activity. Any vulnerability in the sys- 
tem that can be exploited instantly turns 
such a device into a surveillance tool that 
is turned on its owner. 


As the WikiLeaks press report states: 


CIA malware and hacking tools are 
built by EDG (Engineering Devel- 
opment Group), a software develop- 
ment group within CCI (Center for 
Cyber Intelligence), a department be- 
longing to the CIA’s DDI (Director- 
ate for Digital Innovation). The DDI 
is one of the five major directorates 
of the CIA.... 

The EDG is responsible for the 
development, testing and opera- 
tional support of all backdoors, ex- 
ploits, malicious payloads, trojans, 
viruses and any other kind of mal- 
ware used by the CIA in its covert 
operations world-wide. 
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Watching your every move: Your “Smart” TV may be infected with government spyware that 
would allow it to send audio and video files to hackers — even when it appears to be turned off. 


As part of that initiative, the “CIA’s Mo- 
bile Devices Branch (MDB) developed 
numerous attacks to remotely hack and 
control popular smart phones. Infected 
phones can be instructed to send the CIA 
the user’s geolocation, audio and text 
communications as well as covertly acti- 
vate the phone’s camera and microphone,” 
according to WikiLeaks’ analysis in the 
press report. 

Keep in mind that — in the more than 10 
years it has been exposing the corruption 
and illegality of governments and organi- 
zations around the world — WikiLeaks 
has never been shown to have published 
any documents that have later been proved 
to be false. But in this instance, is the anti- 
secrecy website exaggerating in its analy- 
sis? Even just a little? No. 

As this writer reported in an online ar- 
ticle dated March 9, 2017: 


The CIA documents published 
[March 7] contain more than 70 sep- 
arate links, which account for hun- 
dreds of pages on methods developed 
by the MDB to exploit iPhones and 
another 47 links (and hundreds more 
pages) on Android. Since iPhone and 
Android make up nearly 100 percent 
of the smartphone market, with An- 
droid at nearly 85 percent, these ex- 
ploits would affect billions of users 
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world-wide. In fact, more than one 
billion Android devices were sold 
last year alone. 

The tools (read: weapons) the CIA 
developed allow hackers to hack 
iPhones, iPads, and Android phones 
and tablets to defeat the device en- 
cryption — including encrypted 
communications — and in some 
cases remotely activate cameras and 
microphones, remotely activate lo- 
cation services (even if the user has 
disabled them), remotely access files 
and folders on the devices (and copy, 
remove, or add files and folders, and 
other things). 


For its part, the CIA has — as per usual — 
addressed these leaks from both sides of 
its mouth. In a statement released almost 
immediately after the leaked material 
was published by WikiLeaks, the CIA 
said that the agency has “no comment on 
the authenticity of purported intelligence 
documents released by Wikileaks or on 
the status of any investigation into the 
source of the documents.” The statement 
then went on to defend the agency’s ef- 
forts to “aggressively collect foreign 
intelligence overseas to protect America 
from terrorists, hostile nation states and 
other adversaries.” While neither explic- 
itly confirming nor denying the validity 


of the “purported” documents and files, 
the statement condemns WikiLeaks’ dis- 
closure of the information, saying that it 
is “designed to damage the Intelligence 
Community’s ability to protect America 
against terrorists and other adversaries.” 
The statement added, “Such disclosures 
not only jeopardize U.S. personnel and 
operations, but also equip our adversar- 
ies with tools and information to do us 
harm.” 

Of course, if — as the CIA would have 
the American people believe — the au- 
thenticity of the leaked documents and 
files is questionable, then its publica- 
tion could not possibly “jeopardize U.S. 
personnel and operations” or “equip our 
adversaries with tools and information 
to do us harm.” Added to that is the fact 
that the FBI is investigating the leak to 
determine “who had access to the in- 
formation,” according to a report from 
the New York Times, which went on to 
say that the list could “include at least a 
few hundred people, and possibly more 
than a thousand.” This is as good as an 
admission that the materials published 
by WikiLeaks are genuine. After all, if 
the leak is not genuine, what is there to 
investigate? 

So, the CIA — in possible violation (or 
at least in excess) of its mandated pow- 
ers — created a secret army of hackers 
equipped with an equally secretive arse- 
nal of cyberweapons to hack into a wide 
range of devices for the purpose of spying 
on the people using those devices. And 
while the CIA claims that it never uses its 
investigative tools on American citizens 
living in the United States, it is important 
to remember that the agency doesn’t ex- 
actly have a stellar reputation for being 
truthful. And even in the off-chance 
that the CIA’s claim about not spying 
on American citizens living stateside 
is true, it is also irrelevant because the 
cyberweapons developed by the agency 
were allowed — by ineptitude — to get 
loose in the world. Consequently, those 
weapons are right now likely in the hands 
of other nation-states and teenage hack- 
ers. They are certainly in the hands of the 
NSA, FBI, and other American spy agen- 
cies that don’t even pretend to have the 
CIA’s “restrictions” on spying on Ameri- 
cans living in the land of the “free” and 
the home of the brave. Hl 
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FOILING FOUL HACKERS 


Since WikiLeaks released the details of the CIA’s hacking program, many are worried 
about their digital privacy. Here are a few things you can do to protect that privacy. 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


elations of the CIA’s (formerly) secret 

hacking program, many are left with 
the feeling that this is the end of privacy. 
As THE NEW AMERICAN highlighted in our 
last issue’s Inside Track column, the truth 
is that privacy has probably never been in 
better shape than it is in right now, because 
the CIA hacking program shows that en- 
cryption works. Sometimes, the first part 
of good news is bad news. In this case, the 
bad news is very bad; but the good news 
is great. 

First, the bad news is detailed in the ar- 
ticle on page 19. In short, the CIA spent 
the post-9/11 years building an arsenal of 
powerful hacking tools — cyberweapons 
— and a formidable army of hackers to use 
those weapons. Then, in a move that would 
make the Keystone Kops look brilliant by 
comparison, the CIA somehow managed to 
let those weapons loose in the world. Now, 
the only safe assumption is that any script- 
kiddie, teenaged hacker who spends his 
days in his mother’s basement eating cold 
pizza, playing video games, and stealing 
credit card numbers has access to govern- 
ment-level hacking tools. 


I: the wake of WikiLeaks’ recent rev- 
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By exploiting vulnerabilities in operat- 
ing systems and the software running on 
those operating systems, a hacker using 
these cyberweapons can compromise the 
security of a plethora of devices — such 
as computers, mobile devices, and Smart- 
TVs — and use them to watch and listen to 
anyone in the range of the built-in cameras 
and microphones. That hacker — whether 
state-sponsored or teenaged — can access 
files and folders, steal (or plant) data, and 
otherwise wreak havoc. 

So, yes, it’s bad. But that bad news re- 
lies on something completely in the con- 
trol of almost anyone living in the digital 
age: unpatched vulnerabilities. Before we 
get into what that means and what can be 
done to protect your devices and your pri- 
vacy, let’s spend a few minutes looking at 
how we got here. 


Mass Surveillance vs. 

Targeted Surveillance 

The Snowden revelations of almost four 
years ago confirmed what many had long 
suspected: U.S. government agencies were 
routinely conducting mass surveillance 
on everyone, including American citi- 
zens. Using programs with names such as 
PRISM, MYSTIC, Boundless Informant, 


and Xkeyscore, the NSA and other three- 
letter-agencies were intercepting every- 
thing from phone calls and texts to e-mails 
and browsing histories and everything in 
between. It was also revealed that nosy cor- 
porations (Google, Microsoft, Facebook, 
etc.) were doing their own data mining. 

In the months and years that followed, 
more and more people demanded software 
tools to shutter the tools of mass surveil- 
lance. The free market replied to that de- 
mand with a trove of tools to protect users’ 
data. As we said in the Inside Track in our 
last issue: 


The most effective tool for that is 
encryption. By encrypting data at 
rest (files and folders stored on a de- 
vice), the owners of that data can be 
assured that it can only be accessed 
by someone with the encryption key 
or password. By encrypting data in 
motion (communications), the par- 
ties to those communications have 
the same assurances. 


As more and more people began to employ 
powerful encryption tools, the surveillance 
hawks — who have built their careers 
building the surveillance state — found 
themselves harvesting unintelligible gib- 
berish. Since the only way to decrypt any 
piece of data after it has been encrypted is 
to use the correct decryption key (which is 
mathematically impossible to break), the 
surveillance state had to change its game. 
What the leaked CIA documents and files 
show is that — because of the growing use 
of encryption — the scales have tipped in 
the favor of those who value their privacy 
enough to take appropriate measures to 
protect it. As a result of that, the surveil- 
lance hawks have — for the biggest part 
— shifted from mass surveillance to tar- 
geted surveillance of selected devices. 

In other words, the use of encryption in 
the hands of ordinary citizens has pushed 
back against the surveillance state and 
moved the line. Instead of casting surveil- 
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lance nets, the three-letter-agencies are 
forced to fish with a rod and reel. One fish 
at a time. This is much more costly (in 
both dollars and effort), and that serves as 
a deterrent to random fishing expeditions. 


Protecting Your 

Privacy in the Digital Age 

For computer users who are concerned 
about how to protect their privacy, the 
first step is to make sure their endpoint 
devices (computers, mobile devices, 
routers, etc.) are running up-to-date, reli- 
able, trustworthy operating systems and 
software. In fact, when THE NEW AMERI- 
CAN reached out to companies and orga- 
nizations involved in promoting digital 
liberty to ask what the CIA revelations 
mean for the state of privacy, one recur- 
ring theme in their answers was that those 
users who keep their devices up-to-date 
are at the very least risk. 

Dr. Andy Yen, CEO and co-founder 
of ProtonMail, told THE NEw AMERICAN 
that ProtonMail is “encouraging users to 
work to harden their endpoint devices, 
by actively patching all the software that 
they run.” Fortunately — as mentioned 
above — this is something that is com- 
pletely in the control of those who own 
and use computers and other devices. 
Following Dr. Yen’s advice, users should 
download and install the most recent ver- 
sions of all software along with all new 
security patches. 

Dr. Yen’s advice carries considerable 


weight when one understands who he is 
and what he does. ProtonMail is an open- 
source, end-to-end encrypted, zero-knowl- 
edge e-mail service with its servers located 
in Switzerland. His company’s decision to 
build and secure its software the way it has 
is no accident. It was designed — from the 
ground up — to protect its users’ privacy. 
Since it is built on open-source software, 
there is no way for anything nefarious to 
be hidden in the code. Since it is end-to- 
end encrypted, even the administrators 
don’t have access to the users’ data. Since 
it is zero-knowledge, the administrators 
don’t know, and have no way to know, 
users’ passphrases. With its servers located 
in Switzerland, they are outside of the ju- 
risdiction of both the United States and the 
European Union. 

Anyone concerned about privacy 
should consider switching to ProtonMail. 
Say goodbye to Gmail’s data mining and 
hello to ProtonMail’s encrypted privacy. 
As more people begin using encrypted ser- 
vices, the more pervasive and normal they 
will become. The result is that everyone is 
more secure. 

In a public statement about the CIA 
leaks, ProtonMail said: 


We can state unequivocally that there 
is nothing in the leaked CIA files 
which indicates any sort of crack of 
ProtonMail’s encryption. And despite 
claims to the contrary, there is also no 
evidence that Signal/Whatsapp end- 


The ProtonMad monde apps are mow avaiable wordwide 


You’ve got mail: ProtonMail is a service offering the ultimate in privacy. It is an open-source, 
end-to-end encrypted, zero-knowledge e-mail service with its servers located in Switzerland — 
outside of the jurisdictions of both the United States and the European Union. 
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to-end encryption has been breached. 
Here’s what we do know: 

Over the past three years, the CIA 
has put together a formidable arsenal 
of cyberweapons specially designed to 
gain surveillance capabilities over end- 
user devices such as mobile phones 
and laptop/desktop computers. These 
advanced malwares enable the CIA 
to record actions such as keystrokes 
on a mobile device, allowing them to 
conduct surveillance without breaking 
encryption. Through this technique, 
US intelligence agencies can gain ac- 
cess to data before they have been en- 
crypted. This is in fact the only way to 
achieve data access, because cracking 
the cryptography used in advanced se- 
cure communication services such as 
ProtonMail and Signal is still impracti- 
cal with current technology. 


We asked Dr. Yen if a user running the 
most recent patches for their operating 
system and other software could be at risk 
using ProtonMail. He answered, “There 
can never be zero risk, so the way I would 
put it is, a user who has fully updated all 
his software would be at lowest risk of 
CIA hacking.” 

Of course, updating all of the software 
on a computer could be very expensive. 
And — depending on the trustworthiness 
of the operating system — it could also 
be pointless. Not all operating systems are 
created equal, and they do not all value 
the privacy of their users. Since Micro- 
soft has — with the advent of Windows 
10 — essentially converted its operating 
system into a suite of spywares designed 
to harvest users’ data and send it back to 
Microsoft, users concerned about privacy 
should consider switching to another op- 
erating system. While it is theoretically 
possible to lock Windows down to a se- 
cure level, it would require much more 
effort than most people have the time or 
inclination to give. 

Any chain is only as strong as its weak- 
est link, and Windows is a very weak link 
in the chain of privacy. 

Mac is better, especially since Apple 
seems at least willing to stand its ground 
against the surveillance hawks demanding 
backdoors into the encryption protecting 
its iOS platform for iPhones. Apple has 
had its own issues with user privacy, 
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Free spyware: With the introduction of Windows 10, Microsoft has essentially converted its 
operating system into a suite of spywares designed to harvest users’ data. Microsoft requires that 
you agree to this in order to use any of its products or services. 


though, and the most recent revelations 
from WikiLeaks show that the CIA has de- 
veloped ways of embedding malware into 
the firmware of Mac laptops, so there are 
still concerns of government surveillance. 

One solution is to replace Windows or 
Mac with Linux. Of course, since the CIA 
malwares designed for Mac laptops are 
“firmware” hacks that would persist even 
after the operating system was replaced 
— and it has to be assumed that similar 
hacks exist for laptops designed for Win- 
dows — simply replacing Mac or Win- 
dows with Linux in a computer infected 
with those malwares would not be enough. 
In the good-news column, though, those 
hacks require physical access to the de- 
vice. So the best course of action would 
be to always buy your computers in person 
instead of online. That way, you know it 
has not been intercepted and injected with 
malware. Oh, and if a government agent 
ever has access to your computer (for 
instance, a TSA agent steps into another 
room with your laptop) — you should de- 
stroy the hard drive and sell the computer 
for parts. Never use it again. Don’t even 
turn it on. Replace it and restore your data 
from your backup. You are backing up 
your data, right? 


An Operating System 

That Values Your Privacy 

Linux is a great alternative to Windows 
for those seeking a more secure and lib- 
erty-friendly operating system. Because 
it is open-source, there are many different 
“flavors” (called distributions) available. 
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Two of the most popular distributions are 
Ubuntu and Fedora. Both are available as 
free downloads and can be found with a 
quick Internet search. 

Just don’t Google it; in fact, if privacy 
matters to you, never Google anything 
again. Switch to a privacy-friendly search 
engine such as DuckDuckGo or StartPage. 
Both of these search engines focus on 
privacy by not tracking users or caching 
searches. 

Your DuckDuckGo search for the pri- 
vacy features of Linux will likely lead you 
to an online article this writer wrote for 
THE NEW AMERICAN last year. That article 
quotes Mark Shuttleworth — the man 
behind Canonical, which sponsors the 
Ubuntu Linux distribution — saying that 
Canonical “will never backdoor Ubuntu; 
we will never weaken encryption.” Shut- 
tleworth’s claim does not require the blind 
faith required to accept Microsoft’s prom- 
ise in its Privacy Agreement that says, 
“Your privacy is important to us.” Because 
of the open-source nature of Ubuntu, mil- 
lions of computer professionals and en- 
thusiasts alike have access to the source 
code. If there were backdoors, they would 
be discovered. 

And while installing or using Windows 
requires accepting Microsoft’s End User Li- 
cense Agreement (EULA) — which states, 
“Finally, we will access, disclose and pre- 
serve personal data, including your content 
(such as the content of your emails, other 
private communications or files in private 
folders), when we have a good faith belief 
that doing so is necessary” — Ubuntu has 


no EULA. And it’s free (as in free beer) as 
well as free (as in free speech). 

Furthermore, most of the applications 
available for Ubuntu are free, as well. It 
comes with LibreOffice (an open-source 
office suite comparable in function fea- 
tures to Microsoft Office) preinstalled, 
and there are open-source alternatives to 
almost any proprietary program. In fact, 
this writer does all of his work on a laptop 
running Ubuntu 16.10 and has no propri- 
etary software apps installed at all. 


Encrypt Everything 

Ubuntu — like most Linux distributions 
— allows for full disk encryption as part 
of the installation process. This makes it 
simple to follow the advice of many pri- 
vacy advocates: encrypt everything. The 
first part of that “everything” should cer- 
tainly include the hard drives in your com- 
puters and the data on your smartphones. 
Fortunately, both Android and iPhone 
come with encryption by default. 

The protection offered by encrypting 
your hard drives and devices is only as 
strong as your password. While the en- 
cryption cannot be broken, a weak pass- 
word can be broken within minutes using 
a brute-force attack. A good password 
should be long, random, and include up- 
percase and lowercase letters, numbers, 
and symbols. As an example, a password 
such as 3cl!ps3dF3@+h3r5 would take 
a desktop computer one trillion years to 
crack, according to www.howsecureismy- 
password.net. 

As long as it is protected by a good, 
strong password, the importance of en- 
cryption cannot be overstressed. In fact, 
in response to our questions about the 
CIA leaks, Open Whisper Systems pro- 
vided the following statement to THE NEw 
AMERICAN: 


These leaks are confirmation that 
ubiquitous encryption provided by 
WhatsApp and Signal are forcing in- 
telligence agencies to use malware, 
pushing them from undetectable 
mass surveillance to high risk tar- 
geted attacks. 


Open Whisper Systems — which is fund- 
ed by donations — produces the Signal 
app for encrypted texts, voice calls, and 
video calls for both Android and iPhone. 
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Secure storage: SpiderOak offers both an online backup and storage system and a password 
manager. Both are end-to-end encrypted and offer zero-knowledge protection. Unlike DropBox, 
they can’t see your data and don’t have access to your passwords. 


It is endorsed by people such as Edward 
Snowden who understand both the need 
for private communication tools and the 
technology behind them. 

So it is the presence of “ubiquitous en- 
cryption” — such as that found in Signal 
— that has held the surveillance state at 
bay. No wonder the surveillance hawks 
pretend that encryption in the hands of 
ordinary citizens is a cause for concern. 
This writer addressed the attitude the phi- 
losopher kings in the surveillance state 
have toward encryption in a previous on- 
line article: 


For all the ostensible reasons that the 
intelligence and law-enforcement 
communities give for wanting to 
limit the ability of ordinary citizens 
to encrypt their data and communi- 
cations, the real reason is that those 
in power love power and want a mo- 
nopoly on it. Government officials — 
who use encrypted systems for both 
data storage and communications 
— don’t want private citizens to use 
that same technology. These are the 
same individuals who go about their 
daily lives surrounded by armed po- 
lice officers, military personnel, and 
private security guards while decry- 
ing the evils of an armed society. This 
double standard is more than mere 
hypocrisy; it is tyranny. 


The CIA leaks seem to confirm that 
those in power do not hold that what is 
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SpiderOak has a vested interest in stop- 
ping the surveillance hawks. The company 
is behind SpiderOak One, an open-source, 
end-to-end encrypted, zero-knowledge 
alternative to DropBox. Considering that 
DropBox has Condoleezza Rice (who 
as secretary of state defended President 
Bush’s NSA mass-surveillance programs) 
on its board of directors, SpiderOak One 
is a clear choice for those who value pri- 
vacy. The company also offers Encryptr, a 
free password vault for helping users keep 
up with all the long, strong, random pass- 
words they need to protect their privacy. 

And, as even the New York Times re- 
ported recently: 


The [CIA] documents indicate that 
because of encryption, the agency 
must target an individual phone 


good for the goose is good for the gan- 
der. They use powerful encryption tools 
to hide their footprints while hacking 
the endpoint devices of their targets, but 
cry bloody murder when ordinary citi- 
zens use that same encryption to protect 
themselves from that hacking. If they 
ever wonder why people have trust is- 
sues where government agencies are 
concerned, they need look no further 
than the nearest mirror. 

Reinforcing the importance of encryp- 
tion as the best hope for pushing back 
against the surveillance hawks and their 
war on privacy, SpiderOak released a 
statement in the wake of the CIA leaks 
that said: 


and then can intercept only the calls 
and messages that pass through that 
phone. Instead of casting a net for a 
big catch, in other words, C.I.A. spies 
essentially cast a single fishing line 
at a specific target, and do not try to 
troll an entire population. 

“The difference between whole- 
sale surveillance and targeted sur- 
veillance is huge,” said Dan Guido, 
a director at Hack/Secure, a cyber- 
security investment firm. “Instead of 
sifting through a sea of information, 
they’re forced to look at devices one 
at a time.” 


The latest leak of the Vault 7 files 
includes many exploits, but unlike 
previous leaks, initial analysis seems 
to indicate that they are entirely for 
attacks against endpoints. 

This transition from network level 
to endpoint-focused attack is an in- 
teresting trend that points to an in- 
teresting hypothesis: Encryption is 


working. 
Encryption — and particularly 
end-to-end encryption — funda- 


mentally changes the cost of attacks. 
No longer can an adversary simply 
sniff network traffic, either locally or 
globally. To eavesdrop on communi- 
cations they must take the more ex- 
pensive and risky approach of com- 
promising endpoints. 


The inescapable conclusion is that be- 
cause of encryption, the surveillance state 
has been set back to its pre-9/11 days and 
ways. Encryption is the key ingredient in 
any recipe for digital liberty in the age of 
surveillance. For those who use encrypt- 
ed devices and communication tools and 
keep those devices and tools up-to-date, 
the CIA revelations really serve as little 
more than an opportunity to encourage 
others to do the same. 

The surveillance state is both a politi- 
cal problem and a technological problem. 
What is needed is a two-pronged solution. 
While applying pressure to elected offi- 
cials at both the state and federal levels to 
demolish the surveillance state, it is also 
incumbent upon every concerned citizen 
to apply the technological solutions to 
these problems. After all, you are the best 
guardian of your own privacy. 
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SURVEILLANCE 


CIA May Be Hacking Cars to Murder People 


The fact that the CIA kills hundreds, if not thousands, of people a year is not news. What 
is of interest, however, is that the CIA might be killing via hacking cars’ computers. 


by Alex Newman 


Agency (CIA) could, at least in theory, 
murder you by hacking into your car’s 
computer, according to the pro-transparency 
group WikiLeaks. And now, with some of 
the rogue agency’s hacking tools and meth- 
ods available on cyberspace, any common 
criminal with some computer knowledge 
might be able to do so as well. It remains 
unclear whether the CIA, which brags about 
its mass murder, has actually murdered 
anyone by hacking a car. But reasonable 
suspicions about the possibility have been 
floating around for years — especially since 
the suspicious “car crash” death of journal- 
ist Michael Hastings, who was involved in 
exposing CIA and NSA crimes. 
On March 7, the anti-secrecy organiza- 


E seems the U.S. Central Intelligence 
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tion WikiLeaks, which has leaked mas- 
sive amounts of secret government data 
showing wrongdoing in recent years, 
dropped yet another bombshell: the larg- 
est-ever publication of confidential CIA 
documents. In all, the group is publishing 
close to 9,000 documents, code-named 
“Vault 7” by WikiLeaks. The latest rev- 
elations follow another disclosure in 
February showing that the controversial 
intelligence bureaucracy, described by an 
official as “one hell of a killing machine,” 
was targeting French politicians and par- 
ties for surveillance ahead of France’s 
presidential election. 

In the weeks and months ahead, more 
revelations about the agency are certain 
to emerge. THE NEw AMERICAN maga- 
zine’s C. Mitchell Shaw has highlighted 
some of what is known so far. “With the 


WikiLeaks disclosures [on March 7] about 
the hacking capabilities of the CIA, it is 
now known that the agency can hack at 
least on par with the NSA and with even 
less accountability,” he wrote. “One ele- 
ment of that is the ability to remotely ac- 
cess devices — such as computers, mobile 
devices, and televisions — to watch and 
listen to targets. Of course, since the CIA 
has lost control over its hacking tools, oth- 
ers now have that same ability.” 

The implications of all that should be 
extremely troubling to anyone, whether 
they believe they have something to hide 
or not. “Once the hackers have control 
of those devices, they can remotely acti- 
vate the cameras and microphones, turn- 
ing the devices into surveillance appara- 
tus owned and operated by the subjects 
(read: victims) of the surveillance — all 
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without any indication to the owners of 
the devices that they were being watched 
and listened to,” Shaw continued. “No 
light. No indicators. Pure, surreptitious 
surveillance.” 

Understandably, a great deal has been 
said about the CIA’s tools for turning 
smartphones and other devices into por- 
table surveillance devices. From Smart 
TVs watching citizens /984-style, to lap- 
tops or phones having their microphones 
activated to spy on users, to hacking into 
household appliances brought online as 
part of the “Internet of Things” phenom- 
enon, privacy has seemingly never been as 
threatened as it is today. 

In a newly leaked document plotting 
future direction and organization of the 
CIA’s Embedded Development Branch, 
or EDB, various unnamed “intelligence” 
bureaucrats outline “potential options 
for reorganization.” Also outlined in the 
document are “potential mission areas 
for EDB,” the leaked document shows. 
Among those possible “mission areas” 
are “Vehicle Systems (e.g. VSEP)” and 
“QNX,” a car operating system relied 
upon by most major car manufacturers 
including Audi, Ford, and many more. 

And yet, beyond just spying on drivers 
and passengers, WikiLeaks speculated on 
how the CIA’s capabilities and schemes 
could be used offensively, too — poten- 


tially even to murder people. “As of Oc- 
tober 2014 the CIA was also looking at 
infecting the vehicle control systems used 
by modern cars and trucks,” WikiLeaks 
explained in its press release announcing 
the massive Vault 7 leaks. “The purpose of 
such control is not specified, but it would 
permit the CIA to engage in nearly unde- 
tectable assassinations.” 

Lest the prospect be considered far- 
fetched, consider that the CIA and other 
rogue U.S. bureaucracies today openly 
brag about their mass-murdering drone as- 
sassination programs. Thousands of peo- 
ple, including American citizens and even 
U.S.-born children, have been blown to bits 
by the U.S. government’s murderous pro- 
grams, all without ever being charged with 
a crime, much less convicted in a court of 
law. “We kill people based on metadata,” 
boasted former CIA and NSA boss Michael 
Hayden in 2014, seemingly confessing to 
mass murder. 

But the CIA’s involvement in assassina- 
tion and mass murder is hardly a new phe- 
nomenon. Neither is the agency’s devel- 
opment of cutting-edge technology with 
which to murder victims without leaving 
evidence. In 1975, for example, it emerged 
in Senate testimony as part of an investiga- 
tion into the lawless scheming of the CIA 
that the agency had developed a gun that 
shoots an “ice dart.” The frozen projectile 


Accidentally on purpose? Journalist Michael Hastings died in a suspicious car “accident” as 
he worked on stories exposing CIA and NSA crimes, prompting even former U.S. intelligence 


Officials to speculate about a “car cyberattack.” 
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would enter the body and cause a heart 
attack upon melting, leaving virtually no 
evidence of the crime. 

As for the speculation that the CIA 
might use its car-hacking schemes to 
murder people, that, too, has been around 
for years. In 2013, investigative journal- 
ist Michael Hastings, who was probing 
abuses by the CIA and NSA and had re- 
cently informed others that he was being 
investigated by federal authorities, died 
in a highly suspicious car crash in Los 
Angeles. Authorities officially ruled the 
death an “accident,” but serious questions 
began surfacing right away — even in the 
establishment media and among promi- 
nent officials. 

Despite his own establishment creden- 
tials and his pro-Democrat reporting, Hast- 
ings had become increasingly alarmed and 
agitated by what he was learning about the 
administration’s illegal spying on Ameri- 
cans. When he learned that Obama had 
been illegally spying on journalists, too, 
he hit the roof. “The Obama administra- 
tion has clearly declared war on the press. 
It has declared war on investigative jour- 
nalists — our sources,” he said during a 
TV interview shortly before he died. He 
also called on journalists to declare war on 
the government. 

Less than 24 hours before he died, 
Hastings warned his friends, family, and 
employers that “feds” were swarming his 
friends and associates and that anyone 
contacted by federal bureaucrats should 
request legal counsel. The subject line 
of his e-mail read: “FBI investigation re: 
NSA.” Perhaps most alarming of all, the 
e-mail concluded with a major revelation: 
“Also: I’m onto a big story, and need to go 
off the radar for a bit.” 

And then, he died. His friends said he 
normally drove “like a grandma.” And 
yet, officially, according to the investi- 
gation, Hastings ran through a red light 
while supposedly driving more than 100 
miles per hour in a crowded residential 
neighborhood before plowing into a tree 
and blowing up his car. The engine of his 
new Mercedes was found more than 150 
feet away from the wreck. Officials were 
ordered not to comment on the case. 

Speculation about the car being hacked 
by rogue U.S. intelligence agencies began 
almost immediately. And even promi- 
nent officials from the government sec- 
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tor speculated that Hastings may have, in 
fact, been murdered. Former U.S. National 
Coordinator for Security, Infrastructure 
Protection, and Counter-terrorism Rich- 
ard Clarke, for example, declared shortly 
after the crash that it was “consistent with 
a car cyber-attack.” He also noted that in- 
telligence agencies of major governments, 
including the U.S. government, almost 
certainly know how to do it. 

“What has been revealed as a result of 
some research at universities is that it’s 
relatively easy to hack your way into the 
control system of a car, and to do such 
things as cause acceleration when the 
driver doesn’t want acceleration, to throw 
on the brakes when the driver doesn’t want 
the brakes on, to launch an air bag,” Clarke 
explained. “You can do some really highly 
destructive things now, through hacking 
a car, and it’s not that hard.... So if there 
were a cyber-attack on the car — and I’m 
not saying there was — I think whoever 
did it would probably get away with it.” 

Since Hastings’ death, numerous cars 
have been hacked. In 2015, security re- 
searchers hacked into a Jeep Cherokee and 


were able to turn the steering wheel and 
even disable the brakes. Before that, uni- 
versity researchers published papers show- 
ing it was possible. And last year, German 
researchers did the same thing, hijacking 
24 cars. In other words, there is no ques- 
tion that it is technically feasible. And there 
is no question that the CIA has and does 
murder people with impunity without the 
victims even being charged with a crime. 

Of course, various establishment- 
controlled propaganda organs, especially 
those linked to the CIA, dismissed and 
downplayed the latest concerns about CIA 
car hacking. Leading the pack was none 
other than the increasingly discredited 
Washington Post. While the far-left anti- 
Trump outlet still refuses to offer readers 
any disclosure, it has long been known that 
the Post’s controversial owner, Amazon 
boss and Bilderberg attendee Jeff Bezos, 
has massive contracts with the CIA worth 
far more than the price he paid for the fail- 
ing newspaper. 

Other establishment propaganda or- 
gans took their cue from the CIA-linked 
Post and downplayed the concerns, too. 


“The more likely scenario: Vehicle info- 
tainment systems could be tapped for the 
purposes of eavesdropping, much as the 
documents describe the ability to listen 
to conversations via the TV in the living 
room,” wrote Autoblog.com, published by 
Huffington Post owner AOL. How the es- 
tablishment’s propagandists came to such 
a conclusion — especially when CIA of- 
ficials brag about the agency being “one 
hell of a killing machine” — was not im- 
mediately clear. 

With the “intelligence” agencies in- 
creasingly out of control, and growing 
rumors that rogue “Deep State” bureau- 
crats within them are working to sabotage 
President Trump, it is time for Congress 
and the executive branch to thoroughly 
investigate what is going on. It is also 
time to take another look at the death of 
Hastings and any other suspicious deaths. 
If anything has become clear amid the lat- 
est revelations, it is that the CIA and other 
rogue bureaucracies are capable of virtu- 
ally anything, and they seem to recognize 
no legal, moral, or ethical constraints on 
their lawless activities. I 
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AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


What Is the Purpose 
of the Military? 


In these times of endless war, the military 
has become a central feature of American 
life. On television and the Internet, we are 
constantly reminded of the costs of war 
with heart-wrenching videos of long-absent 
fathers returning to their families after long 
deployments, wounded veterans struggling 
to cope with new physical handicaps, and 
commentators debating the merits of the 
War on Terror. From sea to shining sea, the 
USS. military is a very visible component of 
American life, from bustling military bases 
to pageantry and parades to college ROTC 
programs on nearly every campus. 

But it was not always so. For the first cen- 
tury and a half of American independence, 
the military was fairly inconspicuous, ex- 
cept during the four-year paroxysm of vio- 
lence that constituted America’s great Civil 
War. For significant stretches, America had 
virtually no permanent professional military 
at all, certainly nothing on the scale of the 
vast professional armies and navies fielded 
by great Old World imperial powers such as 
Great Britain, France, and Germany. 

This was no accident. Most of America’s 
Founders were — like the English patriots 
of the 17th century — deeply suspicious of 
standing armies. Such, they believed, were 
easily converted into instruments of tyran- 
ny, to oppress instead of liberate. Accord- 
ingly, the Founders made the army difficult 
to maintain by requiring in Article I, Section 
8 of the Constitution that all appropriations 
for the army be for a period of no longer 
than two years. In other words, every two 
years, at minimum, Congress would have to 
reauthorize spending on the military, to pre- 
vent a self-perpetuating, permanent military 
from coming into existence. In practice, of 
course, Congress makes sure that the money 
spigots for the U.S. military are kept wide 
open. But the constitutional authority to de- 
fund the military remains intact. 

But the U.S. military has become by far 
the largest and most powerful the world 
has ever seen, spending on average more 
annually than the next 10 largest militaries 
(including Russia and China) combined. 
The United States has the world’s largest 
navy by far, and one of the largest stand- 
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ing armies; though several other countries 
boast larger armies in terms of raw man- 
power, none of them can compete with 
the quality of weapons and technology 
enjoyed by the U.S. military. 

The destructive power of the U.S. 
military has been on display in the many 
wars fought by American forces since the 
mid-20th century. Today the United States 
boasts a gigantic nuclear force. It also pos- 
sesses a fearsome array of other weapons, 
including conventional bombs nearly as 
powerful as small nukes, space-based 
guidance systems for bombs and mis- 
siles, aircraft that can fly more than twice 
the speed of sound, submarine-launched 
cruise missiles for which no defense has 
been devised, and much more. 

But with all this military power, what 
principles should govern its use? The pri- 
mary use of any military should always 
be defensive. The American Founders op- 
posed the notion of waging wars for the 
sake of conquest, or even in defense of dis- 
tant allies. The Founders opposed immers- 
ing ourselves in the “broils” of Europe and 
elsewhere, since we had no moral standing 
to take sides in quarrels that were properly 
none of our business. 

According to modern sensibilities, the 
Founders might seem callous, unwill- 
ing to go to the aid of nations in distress 
or to vindicate the principles of liberty 
abroad. But the Founders understood that 
the decision to go to war imposed com- 
mitments on the American people that 
were not justified by casual crusading on 
behalf of abstract ideals or even the de- 
fense of foreign nations. War meant the 
expenditure of treasure and the spilling 
of American blood, and was therefore not 
ordinarily justified except in defense of 
our own homeland. 

Nowadays, of course, war is consid- 
ered just as long as “vital U.S. interests” 
are at stake. But who defines those in- 
terests? In practice, “interests” has refer- 
ence to vague economic and geostrategic 
interests, defined by elite Washington 
policymakers. 

It was Woodrow Wilson who justified 
America’s plunge into World War I in the 
name of promoting “democracy” abroad. 
Such a statement betrayed Wilson’s igno- 


rance of founding principles, since Amer- 
ica was not created to be a democracy, but 
a republic. Nevertheless, advancing “de- 
mocracy” — the goal of international so- 
cialism, not the American Founders — has 
been the handy rationale for invading the 
likes of Haiti, Panama, Iraq, Korea, Viet- 
nam, and many other foreign countries 
over the last half-century or so. 

So distorted have our military aims 
become that we patrol the Korean DMZ 
zealously, ever alert for North Korean in- 
cursions — but ignore the rush of illegal 
invaders bringing drugs and violent crime 
across our own southern border. We send 
our troops to distant lands to ferret out ter- 
rorists, yet invite large numbers of immi- 
grants from those same countries into our 
homeland with little knowledge of whom 
we’re admitting and why. 

Yet to advocate bringing our mili- 
tary home and restricting it to protecting 
American shores is to invite accusations 
of “isolationism.” What was once viewed 
as commonsense non-interventionism — 
or, in the vernacular, “minding our own 
business” — is now viewed with reproach. 

John Quincy Adams once famously 
warned against going “abroad in search 
of monsters to destroy,” cautioning that, 
were America ever to adopt such a pol- 
icy, she would lose control of her own 
destiny. How completely this has come 
to pass! 

A proper and principled military policy 
would reserve the might of our armed 
forces for defense of our own territory, 
including embassies abroad — but not 
nebulously defined “American interests.” 
It would seek neither to police the world 
nor to impose our civic values by force. It 
would avoid entangling alliances such as 
NATO, which commit us to the defense 
of countries remote from our shores. Most 
especially, it would not be subordinate to 
foreign command, especially an agency 
such as the United Nations whose aim it is 
to usurp military authority from member 
countries. In short, a principled military 
doctrine would reaffirm self-defense as 
its top priority, extricate us from untow- 
ard alliances, and get our country out of 
the United Nations. 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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A New Family Member 


Ginger Jones Sprouse noticed someone in 
need of help and jumped in headfirst. In 
doing so, she and her family have changed 
the life of Victor Hubbard, a 38-year-old 
mentally ill homeless man who had been 
waiting on the same street corner for his 
mother to return for the last three years. 

Today.com reported that Sprouse first 
noticed Hubbard on his regular street cor- 
ner in Webster, Texas, three years ago on 
her way to work. She continued to take 
note of him multiple times in a day as 
she drove by the corner during her regular 
commute and finally, last June, decided 
that she wanted to reach out to him and 
learn his story. 

“He stands and looks, taps the pole, 
squints, dances, waves and sometimes 
just stares,” wrote Sprouse in December. 
“He is a sweet, gentle man that happens 
to be mentally ill. If you have ever heard 
the term ‘falling through the cracks’ he is 
the definition.” 

Sprouse learned that Hubbard had been 
on and off the streets for 10 years and that 
the local social services had been unable 
to locate his mother. 

Sprouse and Hubbard became friends, 
and as the cold weather began to ap- 
proach, she became concerned about his 
well-being. She began inviting Hubbard 
to stay over at her place when the weather 
was bad. 

Sprouse decided to create a Face- 
book page entitled “This is Victor,” to 
document Hubbard’s story. On it, she ex- 
plained how she came to know Victor and 
indicated that she wanted to help him by 
organizing a crowdfunding page for him. 

“I would drive by, especially when it 
was getting close to Christmas, and he 
had piles of pillows and blankets and 
shoes and bags of clothes and all this and 
food like you wouldn’t believe, and I was 
like, ‘OK, so what is he going to do with 
all of this?’” she said. 

“The man doesn’t need another sand- 
wich. What he needs is someone to help 
him do something with all of this.” 

Sprouse began arranging doctors’ vis- 
its and appointments at several mental 
health clinics, and even offered him a job 
at her restaurant. And since the end of 
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February, Hubbard has been living in her 
family’s home. 

“If we help him, we cannot just clean 
him up and give him a shower and throw 
him out there and say, ‘OK, little bird, fly,’” 
she said. “It’s a lifetime commitment.” 

“We kind of had to make that deci- 
sion. Is he really a part of our family? Do 
we really mean it when we say that he’s 
going to be in our lives for the rest of it if 
that’s where he wants to be? And we said, 
“Yes, he is.’” 

The Facebook page garnered enough 
attention that Hubbard’s mother even 
reached out. As it turns out, she lives just 
two miles away from Hubbard’s corner. 
Today.com reported that she was not 
happy with the attention the story re- 
ceived, however, and that she does not 
have the ability to care for Hubbard. 

Thankfully, Hubbard has found anoth- 
er family in the Sprouses, and it seems he 
is finally getting the love and attention 
he needs. 


Birthday Party for All 


When Armani Crews was approach- 
ing her sixth birthday on March 5, she 
surprised her parents with her birthday 
wish. Instead of asking for a traditional 
birthday party, Armani wanted to feed the 
homeless. 

“Every time we asked her what she 
wanted to do for her birthday, she said 
she wanted to feed the homeless,” Crews’ 
mother, Artesha, told the online Huffing- 
ton Post. 

Crews’ parents initially did not take 
her request seriously, but soon learned 
that she was committed to helping others 
in need. Her parents even explained that 
she would not be able to get a birthday 
present if they were to go ahead with her 
request, but Armani was adamant. 

Her parents suggested that they make 
sandwiches to hand out to the homeless, 
but that quickly progressed to making a 
large-scale feast for the homeless, per Ar- 
mani’s request to prepare the same foods 
she would have had at her birthday party. 

The family spent approximately $300 
to cook chicken, spaghetti, vegetables, 
potatoes, fish, and cake. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


When members of the Crews’ church 
learned what they were doing, they also 
donated materials such as toiletries and 
snacks to be handed out along with the 
food, ABC reported. They decided to 
make care packages, which consisted of 
a toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, hand 
sanitizer, and a snack. 

The Crews family then delivered the 
food and care packages to homeless 
people in Chicago’s East Garfield Park 
neighborhood. According to ABC News, 
approximately 125 people gathered at the 
park for the party. 

Her proud parents said that Armani 
has always had a big heart: “She is very 
happy to help people. In her words, it’s 
‘nice to be nice.’ And as her parents, we 
are here to support her in any way that 
we can.” 


A Daring Rescue 


Were it not for the intervention of Danny 
Mitchell, two young women might have 
died in a fiery car crash, KABC-TV 
reported. 

On March 19, Mitchell was on his way 
home at approximately 4:00 a.m. when 
he spotted a blazing crash on Carmenita 
Road in Cerritos, California. Mitchell im- 
mediately jumped out of the vehicle, ap- 
proached the car, and found two women 
inside. He managed to pull them out of the 
vehicle before they were seriously injured. 

“T just pulled over and snatched the 
girls out of the car before (the car) ex- 
ploded because it was on fire,” he ex- 
plained. “It was hot, but I wasn’t thinking 
about that, I didn’t care.” 

According to NBC Southern Cali- 
fornia, the vehicle was swallowed up 
by flames almost immediately after the 
women were pulled to safety. 

Police later learned that the driver had 
lost control of the car, causing it to drive 
up an embankment before flipping over. 
The vehicle quickly caught fire. 

Thankfully, the women suffered only 
minor injuries. The California Highway 
Patrol indicated that they could have been 
severely hurt or even killed if Mitchell 
had not been there. Hl 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Te Original Earth Day 


At the time, the first Earth Day may have seemed to many a major anti-litter or pro- 
conservation effort. But there was much more to it than that. 


AP Images 


Earth Day 1970: The pro-environmental message resonated with many, such as this gathering 

in Philadelphia. After all, who would not want clean air? Yet then as today, many did not 
understand that environmental concerns were being used as a rationale to gain acceptance for an 
authoritarian agenda that otherwise would be rejected. 


by Gary Benoit 


n estimated 20 million people 
A participated in the first Earth Day 

on April 22, 1970 in college and 
high-school auditoriums, public parks, and 
other venues throughout the country. Earth 
Day founder Gaylord Nelson, who was a 
U.S. senator from Wisconsin at the time, 
recalled 20 years later in an article in the 
EPA Journal that his “major objective in 
planning Earth Day ... was to organize a 
nationwide public demonstration so large it 
would, finally, get the attention of the poli- 
ticians and force the environmental issue 
into the political dialogue of the nation.” 

“It worked,” Nelson added. “By the 
sheer force of collective action on that one 
day, the American public forever changed 
the political landscape regarding environ- 
mental issues.” 

Yet it was not the American public who 
changed the landscape, but Earth Day or- 
ganizers and their patrons in the media, 
academe, and government who claimed to 
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be operating on behalf of the people. Yes, 
many millions turned out for the 1970 Earth 
Day events. But many of these participants 
were simply pro-environment, without 
possessing much, if any, understanding of 
what the agenda behind Earth Day, which 
galvanized the modern-day environmental 
movement, actually entailed. 

Denis Hayes, who was selected by Nel- 
son to be the national coordinator for the 
original Earth Day, acknowledged in his 
April 22 Earth Day speech in Washing- 
ton, D.C., “I suspect that the politicians 
and businessmen who are jumping on the 
environmental bandwagon don’t have the 
slightest idea what they are getting into. 
They are talking about filters on smoke- 
stacks while we are challenging corporate 
irresponsibility. They are busting with pride 
about plans for totally inadequate munici- 
pal sewage treatment plants; we are chal- 
lenging the ethics of a society that, with 
only 6 percent of the world’s population, 
accounts for more than half of the world’s 
annual consumption of raw materials.” 


Nelson himself acknowledged in a 
speech in Madison, Wisconsin, on Earth 
Day Eve that the envisioned environmen- 
tal objectives “will require some tough 
decisions — political, economic, and so- 
cial decisions that I am not certain the ma- 
jority of people in this country support.” 
No kidding. As we shall see, the agenda 
advocated by Earth Day 1970 organizers 
amounted to shackling the planet in the 
name of saving it — hardly an agenda 
most Americans would have embraced in 
1970, or even today, despite many decades 
of alarmist propaganda. 

An excellent source for learning about 
the first Earth Day agenda is the 367-page 
manifesto entitled The Environmental 
Handbook: Prepared for the First National 
Environmental Teach-in, published by Bal- 
lantine Books in January of 1970. This writ- 
er remembers getting a copy from his high- 
school biology teacher that year, during the 
buildup to the big event on April 22. The 
handbook, comprised of a compilation of 
articles, is unabashedly socialist and inter- 
nationalist — calling for authoritarian con- 
trols and the end of nationhood, ostensibly 
to save the planet. Another valuable source 
is the selection of Earth Day 1970 speeches 
that Earth Day organizers compiled in the 
book Earth Day — The Beginning, pub- 
lished shortly after Earth Day was held. 

But before surveying the agenda itself, 
we should first take a look at the fright- 
peddling that the Earth Day organizers 
shamelessly engaged in to try to beguile 
Americans into accepting radical “solu- 
tions” they otherwise surely would reject. 


Scary Scenarios 

The Environmental Handbook employed 
fear to create the urgency to implement 
the agenda. The back cover warned omi- 
nously: “1970’s — the last chance for a 
future that makes ecological sense.” And 
in the Foreword, editor Garrett De Bell 
recalled the seemingly impossible task of 
writing a book during the short one-month 
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Crying for attention: Senator Gaylord Nelson said his “major objective in planning Earth Day ... 
was to organize a nationwide public demonstration so large it would, finally, get the attention of 
the politicians and force the environmental issue into the political dialogue of the nation.” 


time span allotted for that purpose: “We 
thought that the one-month deadline for 
the writing was impossible, that we could 
easily spend a year on it. But a year is 
about one-fifth of the time we have left if 
we are going to preserve any kind of qual- 
ity in our world.” (Emphasis in original.) 

Other Environmental Handbook con- 
tributors also wrote with the urgency that 
time was running out. One of them was 
Dr. Paul R. Ehrlich of Stanford University, 
the author of the alarmist 1968 best-seller 
The Population Bomb. The handbook in- 
cluded material excerpted from The Popu- 
lation Bomb as well as an article Ehrlich 
wrote for the now-defunct leftist political 
magazine Ramparts. In the latter, Ehrlich 
offered a scary scenario predicting what 
the world would be like if present trends 
continued. “The end of the ocean came 
late in the summer of 1979,” he lamented 
in his scenario. “By September, 1979, all 
important animal life in the sea was ex- 
tinct. Large areas of coastline had to be 
evacuated, as windrows of dead fish cre- 
ated a monumental stench.” 

In The Population Bomb, Ehrlich went 
so far as to predict that “in the 1970’s the 
world will undergo famines — hundreds 
of millions of people are going to starve 
to death in spite of any crash programs 
embarked upon now.” (Emphasis added.) 


Anti-People 

The alarmist agenda promoted by Earth 
Day organizers entailed heading off an 
environmental catastrophe by limiting 
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man’s negative impact on the environ- 
ment, and accomplishing that goal very 
much included limiting the number of 
people on the planet. “Too many cars, 
too many factories, too much detergent, 
too much pesticide, multiplying contrails, 
inadequate sewage treatment plants, too 
little water, too much carbon dioxide — 
all can be traced easily to too many people 
[Emphasis in original.],” said Ehrlich in 
The Population Bomb. 

Ehrlich proposed controlling population 
“hopefully through a system of incentives 
and penalties, but by compulsion if volun- 
tary methods fail.” Writing before Roe v. 
Wade, he candidly stated, “Abortion is a 
highly effective method in the armory of 
population control.” He added, “Many of 
my colleagues feel that some sort of com- 
pulsory birth regulation would be neces- 
sary to achieve [population] control. One 
plan often mentioned involves the addition 
of temporary sterilants to water supplies or 
staple food. Doses of the antidote would 
be carefully rationed by the government to 
produce the desired population size.” 

Environmental Handbook editor De Bell 
recommended that, after halting world pop- 
ulation growth, we “work toward reducing 
the current three and a half billion people 
to something less than one billion people.... 
This number, perhaps, could be supported 
at a standard of living roughly similar to 
that of countries such as Norway and the 
Netherlands at the present time.” 

Environmental Handbook contributor 
Garrett Hardin, a biology professor at the 


University of California at Santa Barbara, 
argued that a welfare state such as ours 
has an interest in controlling the breed- 
ing of families. “To couple the concept 
of freedom to breed with the belief that 
everyone born has an equal right to the 
commons [that 1s, the resources] is to lock 
the world into a tragic course of action,” 
Hardin said. 

The handbook included a petition to 
President Richard Nixon that stated, “The 
population problem is more serious than 
any other problem, therefore, at least 10% 
of the defense budget must be allocated to 
birth control and abortion in the U.S. and 
abroad.” 

In the minds of Earth Day 1970 promot- 
ers, man could no longer “be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth.” He could 
not have dominion “over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing.” In fact, contrary to the Chris- 
tian principle that man, unlike the rest of 
the animal kingdom, is created in the like- 
ness and image of God, the stature of man 
according to the extreme environmentalist 
view is reduced to that of the rest of the ani- 
mal kingdom. Earth Day founder Gaylord 
Nelson admitted as much when he said in 
an Earth Day speech in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, “Man is just one of the creatures that 
the Lord put on this earth and is not more 
important than all the rest.” 

In the Environmental Handbook, Lynn 
White, Jr., a history professor at the Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles, went so 
far as to say that religion itself needed to be 
changed. “More science and more technol- 
ogy are not going to get us out of the present 
ecologic crisis until we find a new religion, 
or rethink our old one,” White claimed in 
the handbook. “We shall continue to have a 
worsening ecologic crisis until we reject the 
Christian axiom that nature has no reason 
for existence save to serve man.” Appar- 
ently, man is instead to serve nature. 


Anti-Development and Anti-Freedom 
The authoritarian agenda for reducing 
man’s impact on the environment included 
not only reducing the number of people 
but also reducing the impact each person 
has on the environment to a level that will 
not, in the view of the coercive utopians, 
exceed the carrying capacity of the Earth 
— what is now euphemistically called 
“sustainable development.” 
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Those who reside in the developed 
world, whose lifestyles are affluent com- 
pared to the undeveloped world, are 
viewed as environmental culprits whose 
standards of living must be reduced. In 
the Environmental Handbook, Rockefeller 
University professor René Dubos warned 
that “the destructive impact of each U.S. 
citizen on the physical, biological, and 
human environment is enormously mag- 
nified by the variety of gadgets and by the 
amount of energy at his disposal.” The so- 
lution? Handbook editor De Bell proposed 
a 25-percent reduction in total energy use 
in this country over the next 10 years. 

America’s transportation system, with 
its heavy reliance on the private auto- 
mobile, was decried by Earth Day 1970 
promoters as being extremely energy inef- 
ficient and a major source of air pollution. 
In the Environmental Handbook, biophys- 
icist Kenneth Cantor recommended pro- 
grams “aimed at reduction of automobile 
usage to one-tenth of the present levels.” 
The handbook’s “Suggestions Toward an 
Ecological Platform” even recommended 
“outlaw[ing] the sale of reciprocating in- 
ternal combustion engines by 1975.” 

In general, America’s historic system 
of economic and political freedom, which 
has resulted in a cornucopia of wealth 
and prosperity making the American 
dream realistically achievable for 
everyday Americans, was viewed as 
toxic to the environment by Earth 
Day 1970 promoters. The compilation 
of speeches in Earth Day — The Be- 
ginning includes 
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Prophet of doom: In his 1968 book The Population Bomb, 
Paul Ehrlich warned that “in the 1970’s ... 
millions of people are going to starve to death in spite of 
any Crash programs embarked upon now.” 


Day is for the sons and daughters of the 
American Revolution who are going to 
tear this capitalism down and set us free.” 
But U.S. Senator James Pearson of Kan- 
sas perhaps presented the Earth Day mes- 
sage more clearly and concisely than any- 
one else on April 22, 1970, when he stated 
in remarks included in Earth Day — The 
Beginning: “Profits must be cut, comforts 
reduced, taxes raised, sacrifices endured.” 


Pro-World Government 
The agenda advanced by the first Earth 
Day also included submerging the United 
States and other nations in a one-world 
government, based on the premise that 
environmental devastation and other prob- 
lems transcending national boundaries 
cannot be adequately addressed without 
international controls. 

The Environmental Handbook included 
a selection by Harper ’s magazine contrib- 
uting editor John Fischer that proposed a 
comprehensive environmental college edu- 
cation, dubbed “Survival U.” In his article, 
Fischer referred to the U.S. Constitution as 
a “political artifact.” He quoted Professor 
Richard A. Falk of Princeton on the sup- 
posed “inadequacy of the sovereign states 
to manage the affairs of mankind in the 
twentieth century.” He explained that stu- 
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dents at Survival U. would be encouraged 
to ask the following questions: “Are nation- 
states actually feasible, now that they have 
power to destroy each other in a single af- 
ternoon?... What price would most people 
be willing to pay for a more durable kind of 
human organization — more taxes, giving 
up national flags, perhaps the sacrifice of 
some of our hard-won liberties? 

Saturday Review editor Norman Cous- 
ins bluntly stated on Earth Day 1970: “Hu- 
manity needs a world order. The fully sov- 
ereign nation is incapable of dealing with 
the poisoning of the environment.” He 
argued that “management of the planet ... 
requires a world-government.” The same 
day, I. F. Stone, editor and publisher of J. 
F. Stones Bi-Weekly, opined in his own 
Earth Day speech, “There’s no use talking 
about Earth Day until we begin to think 
like Earthmen. Not as Americans and Rus- 
sians ... but as fellow travelers on a tiny 
planet in an infinite universe.” Both Cous- 
ins’ and Stone’s comments were included 
in Earth Day — The Beginning. 


Earth Day Legacy 

The original Earth Day was so successful 
in galvanizing the modern-day environ- 
mental movement that it is often credited 
with launching that movement. Soon after 
Earth Day 1970, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) was estab- 
lished in the United States. But Earth 
Day has long since gone internation- 
al, with last year’s Earth Day serving 
as the occasion for the signing of the 
draconian Paris climate agreement 
by many of the world’s countries, 
including the United States. 

The agenda behind the origi- 
nal Earth Day remains unchanged 
today. Under a pretext of saving 
the planet, Earth Day alarmists and 
the environmental movement as a 
whole still advocate sacrificing our 
freedoms, our prosperity, and even 
our nation in favor of socialistic 
global governance. If the sinister 
aims behind the Earth Day “celebra- 
tions” were better, and more widely, 
understood, Earth Day’s popularity 
would likely fizzle. Hi 


Much of the information in this article also 
appeared in this writer ’s March 26, 1990 ar- 


ticle “The Greatest Sham on Earth.” 
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Daring Daytime Burglary 
WLWT reported out of Cincinnati, on 
March 19 about a home intruder who 
didn’t make it very far with his plans to 
burglarize a Madisonville home. The in- 
cident occurred shortly after noon, when 
police received a call of a possible bur- 
glary in progress. The first responders who 
arrived on the scene discovered 34-year- 
old Tyrone Frazier lying in the front yard 
with a gunshot wound. He was transported 
to a nearby medical facility, where he was 
pronounced dead upon arrival. Investiga- 
tors are still collecting evidence, but police 
believe Frazier might have been attempt- 
ing to break in to the house when he was 
shot one time by the home’s occupant. 

Next-door neighbor Marlene Smith de- 
scribed what she saw to WLWT: “They 
started doing CPR on him and they did 
that all the way to the ambulance.” Smith 
expressed surprise about what happened 
and said that the homeowners were model 
neighbors. “It was a little upsetting. I mean 
they’re very good neighbors. We’ve been 
neighbors for over 18 years so they’re 
very good neighbors.” Smith remained 
confused about what happened. “I don’t 
have any idea. I don’t. That’s why it’s just, 
it hasn’t really hit me. But I have no idea.” 

Neighbor Ian Jansen told WLWT that 
he came home and “saw a couple of vans 
parked out front, crime unit van and a 
couple of police officers. That’s about it. 
We were kind of surprised to see all of the 
commotion across the street.” 

“It’s surprising that it took place in this 
neighborhood, especially in the daytime,” 
neighbor Dave Kappesser told WLWT. 


Tied Up but Trouble 


Fox News reported out of Las Vegas on 
March 16 about a burglary where the per- 
petrators tied up their victims. The bur- 
glars entered a house and tied up a man 
and woman who were there. As the two 
victims lay tied up on the ground, the 
burglars ransacked the house, looking for 
money or valuable property they could 
steal. One can only imagine the terrify- 
ing thoughts going through the heads of 
the tied-up victims as the criminals tore 
through the home. Thankfully, unbe- 
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knownst to the burglars, the male victim 
was able to break free from his restraints 
and retrieve a firearm. The now-armed 
homeowner confronted the two burglars 
and opened fire on them. His aim must 
have been good because he shot both 
men, fatally injuring one of the suspects. 
The surviving burglar fled the scene with 
a serious gunshot wound. Amazingly, the 
bleeding suspect was able to drive himself 
to a nearby hospital, where he received 
treatment for the gunshot wound. The sur- 
viving burglary suspect was later identi- 
fied as 21-year-old Arnold Morales by law 
enforcement, and he was charged for his 
involvement in the crime. 

The female resident of the house did 
suffer a gunshot wound to her arm, but 
police are still trying to determine if she 
was shot by the burglary suspects or the 
male homeowner in the melee that oc- 
curred when the shooting began. Neigh- 
bors were irate at the news of the crime 
in their normally peaceful neighborhood 
and were adamant in their support of the 
homeowner’s actions. “I would’ve shot 
him a couple more times to make sure he 
was dead, absolutely, there’s no cause, no 
reason to be that way, to steal, to rob,” 
Tom Shiloh told Fox News. 

Others expressed concern about their 
own safety from criminals. “I wish I still 
own a gun. I used to, I wish I still did,” 
Lisa Warren told Fox News. 


“Justifiable Homicide” 


The NBC affiliate in Mount Pleasant, 
South Carolina, WCBD, reported on 
March 15 about a home invasion by a 
woman and man that ended with one 
suspect killed and another in custody. 
Moncks Corner Police Chief Rick Ollic 
told WCBD that officers responding to a 
call of a break-in arrived to find the life- 
less body of one of the alleged intruders 
lying on the ground in front of the house. 
Chief Ollic described the details that in- 
vestigators were able to piece together by 
interviewing witnesses and reviewing the 
evidence. Chief Ollic said that the female 
suspect, Juanita Marie English, walked to 
the front door of the house, wearing an 
identification designed to look like the 


local homeowners association badge. 
The woman asked the homeowner a few 
questions and after he opened his door, 
she signaled to a man waiting in a nearby 
car. A masked man armed with a gun with 
a laser sight emerged from the vehicle 
and began running toward the house. 
The homeowner immediately reacted to 
the impending burglary by slamming his 
door and locking it. The male burglar, 
later identified as Elijah Akeem White, 
Jr., burst the door open and entered the 
house. Fortunately, the homeowner was 
prepared to protect his family and had 
his own firearm loaded and ready. The 
burglar fired at the homeowner, who 
returned fire, hitting the criminal mul- 
tiple times. Chief Ollic told WBCD that 
“when he [White] came to that residence 
and broke his way into the residence he 
was armed with a handgun, masked and 
gloved at the time of the incident.... The 
homeowner at that location, protecting 
his family, returned fire at the subject 
killing him as a result of the incident.” 

Berkeley County Coroner Bill Salis- 
bury told WBCD that the shooting was a 
justifiable homicide: “We will be ruling 
the manner of death as a homicide, but it 
was a justifiable homicide. In Berkeley 
County, if you kick someone’s door in and 
you get shot, as long as I’m the coroner, it 
is going to be a justifiable homicide.” 

Chief Ollic said that the burglars ap- 
parently had planned the crime and were 
prepared for the worst. “Not only was he 
[White] armed with a handgun, mask and 
gloves but we also retrieved from him rope 
which I believe he was going to tie up vic- 
tims with ifhe got into the residence.” Chief 
Ollic also said that White had a very long 
arrest record and convictions for armed 
robbery and even inciting riots in prison. 
The female accomplice is in the Berkeley 
County Jail, facing charges of burglary in 
the first degree and conspiracy. At the time 
of this printing, it was not yet known if 
she would be charged with felony murder, 
which is when an accomplice to a felony is 
charged with the murder of anyone who dies 
during the commission of the crime even if 
the suspect was not directly responsible for 
the death. Hi 

— PATRICK KREY 
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David Rockefeller’s 
True Legacy 


ITEM: The New York Times reported on 
March 20, 2017: “David Rockefeller, the 
banker and philanthropist with the fabled 
family name who controlled Chase Manhat- 
tan bank for more than a decade and wield- 
ed vast influence around the world for even 
longer as he spread the gospel of Ameri- 
can capitalism, died on Monday morning 
[March 20] at his home in Pocantico Hills, 
N.Y. He was 101.” “His philanthropy was 
monumental,” the Times reported, guided 
by his “sense of noblesse oblige.” He was 
also “a peripatetic advocate of the econom- 
ic interests of the United States” and “was 
received in foreign capitals with the honors 
accorded a chief of state.”’ 

ITEM: Typical of many obituaries for 
Rockefeller, the one provided by the As- 
sociated Press described him as growing 
up “in a famous American family that 
taught its children that wealth brings 
great responsibility. Even as children, he 
and his siblings had to set aside portions 
of their allowances for charitable giv- 
ing.” And, according to the AP account, 
“he embraced business and traveled and 
spoke widely as a champion of enlightened 
capitalism. ” 

CORRECTION: The news stories and obitu- 
aries announcing the death of David Rock- 
efeller refer to him as a banker, billionaire, 
businessman, art lover, and philanthropist. 
He was much more than that, but there has 
been little among the glowing tributes in 
the Rockefeller-friendly media to hint at 
his darker passions and accomplishments, 
particularly as they relate to his promotion 
of globalism and world government. 

The grandson of Standard Oil co-found- 
er John D. Rockefeller, David was the 
youngest — and last survivor — of five 
brothers, and the one destined to leave 
the biggest mark on the world. During the 
1970s and 1980s, especially, David Rock- 
efeller was considered by knowledgeable 
observers across the political spectrum to 
be the undisputed “chairman of the East- 
ern Establishment.” In addition to being 
chairman of the Chase Manhattan Bank, 
the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), 
the Trilateral Commission (TC), the Rock- 
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Chairman of the American establishment: For most of his 101 years on this Earth, David 
Rockefeller used his family’s immense fortune and influence to undermine national sovereignty 


and promote world government. 


efeller Brothers Fund, and the Americas 
Society, David Rockefeller was a director, 
trustee, and/or funder of numerous foun- 
dations, corporations, organizations, col- 
leges, universities, and think tanks. For- 
tune magazine put his personal net worth 
at about $3 billion in 2015. However, the 
Rockefeller family empire of companies, 
directorships, and foundations — not to 
mention David Rockefeller’s incompa- 
rable Rolodex of personal contacts with 
presidents, prime ministers, poohbahs, 
and potentates — extended his influence 
far beyond his pecking order in the “per- 
sonal net worth” game. 

What the AP obit fails to mention is that 
David Rockefeller’s definition of “enlight- 
ened capitalism” had nothing to do with 
traditional notions of free enterprise, mar- 
ket economics, and private property rights, 
and everything to do with promoting 
global, centralized government and bu- 
reaucratic/technocratic rule, a “new world 
order” overseen by an elite oligarchy, of 
which the Rockefellers would be primus 
inter pares — first among equals. 

In Memoirs, his autobiography, pub- 
lished in 2002, David Rockefeller made 
this startling confession: 


For more than a century ideologi- 
cal extremists at either end of the 


political spectrum have seized upon 
well-publicized incidents such as my 
encounter with Castro to attack the 
Rockefeller family for the inordinate 
influence they claim we wield over 
American political and economic in- 
stitutions. Some even believe we are 
part of a secret cabal working against 
the best interests of the United States, 
characterizing my family and me as 
“internationalists” and of conspiring 
with others around the world to build 
amore integrated global political and 
economic structure — one world, if 
you will. If that’s the charge, I stand 
guilty, and I am proud of it. 


A longtime leader at the ultra-secretive 
conferences of the tiber-elite Bilderberg 
Group, David Rockefeller had this to 
say to the accommodating members of 
the establishment media in attendance at 
the 1991 Bilderberg meeting: 


We are grateful to the Washington 
Post, the New York Times, Time mag- 
azine and other great publications 
whose directors have attended our 
meetings and respected their prom- 
ises of discretion for almost 40 years. 
It would have been impossible for us 
to develop our plan for the world if 
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we had been subjected to the lights 
of publicity during those years. But 
the world is more sophisticated and 
prepared to march towards a world 
government. The supranational sov- 
ereignty of an intellectual elite and 
world bankers is surely preferable to 
the national auto-determination prac- 
ticed in past centuries. 


Rockefeller’s confidence in the establish- 
ment “fake news” media was well placed. 
They made sure that any publicly asked 
questions concerning the machinations 
and inordinate influence of groups such 
as Bilderberg, the Trilateral Commission, 
the CFR, etc., would be smothered — sent 
down the Orwellian memory hole — and 
anyone who persisted in seeking answers 
to these questions would be tarred as a 
wacko “conspiracy theorist.” 

During the second half of the 
20th century, the Rockefeller 
name became synonymous with 
globalism, the organized move- 
ment to build world government. 
It’s no secret that the Rockefeller 
family wrote the check for the 
United Nations that enabled that 
aspiring dictators’ club to buy the 
Turtle Bay property in New York 
City that became its global head- 
quarters. And American taxpayers 
have been paying for it — in innu- 
merable ways — ever since. Like- 
wise, the Rockefellers utilized 
both their financial and political 
clout to advance schemes for 
empowering various UN-related 
institutions: the World Bank, In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, World 
Health Organization, World Trade 
Organization, UNICEF, UNES- 
CO, UNFPA, etc. 

The Rockefeller hands behind 
the creation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA), the Secu- 
rity and Prosperity Partnership 
(SPP), and the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA) were also 
clearly apparent, even though the 
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controlled media completely covered up 
this important aspect of these regional 
“trade” agreements. 

THE NEW AMERICAN repeatedly ex- 
posed the secretive dealings of the Rock- 
efeller “new world order” operatives in 
these crucially important developments. 
Writing about the 2001 Summit of the 
Americas in Quebec, for instance, we 
reported: “The Quebec Summit, like the 
1994 Summit of the Americas in Miami, 
where the 34-nation Free Trade Area of 
the Americas was launched, was com- 
pletely a production of the CFR and the 
Rockefeller family. As we noted in these 
pages following the Miami event, the 
Summit of the Americas and the FTAA 
were conceived, nurtured, and brought to 
fruition by the Council of the Americas 
(David Rockefeller, founder and honorary 
chairman), the Americas Society (David 
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Insiders: David Rockefeller (left) and former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger leave a private session of the 25th International 
Monetary Conference in Mexico City on May 22, 1978. 


Rockefeller, chairman), the Forum of the 
Americas (David Rockefeller, founder), 
the U.S. Council of the Mexico-U.S. 
Business Committee (Rodman C. Rocke- 
feller, chairman), the Council on Foreign 
Relations (David Rockefeller, former 
chairman), the Trilateral Commission 
(David Rockefeller, founder and hon- 
orary chairman), the Chase Manhattan 
Bank (David Rockefeller, former chair- 
man), and the Institute for International 
Economics (David Rockefeller, financial 
backer and board member).” 

Moreover, we pointed out: 


The Miami summit had come 
close on the heels of the global- 
ists’ victorious passage of NAFTA 
(accomplished thanks to plentiful 
lying, bribing, arm-twisting, and 
deceiving). Avid one-worlder Henry 
Kissinger, a member of the 
executive committee of the 
Trilateral Commission and a 
longtime power in the CFR, 
called the vote on NAFTA 
the single most important 
decision that Congress 
would make during Presi- 
dent Clinton’s first term. 
Indeed, Kissinger admitted 
in the Los Angeles Times in 
1993 that passage of NAFTA 
“will represent the most 
creative step toward a new 
world order taken by any 
group of countries since 
the end of the Cold War.” 
NAFTA “is not a conven- 
tional trade agreement,” he 
said, “but the architecture of 
a new international system.” 


David Rockefeller’s behind- 
the-scenes manipulations in 
the election of Georgia Gover- 
nor Jimmy Carter to the White 
House in 1976 began to be a 
significant public issue, as it 
became apparent that Carter, 
the supposed “outsider,” had 
staffed his administration with 
insiders from the elite Trilat- 
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“| stand guilty, and | am proud of it.” So said Rockefeller in his book Memoirs in regard to 
being part of a “secret cabal” working for “one world.” He is shown here during a book signing in 
2002 at the United Nations, an organization he helped found, fund, and promote. 


eral Commission and its sister organ- 
ization, the CFR. 

In his 1979 memoir With No Apolo- 
gies, Goldwater stated: “In my view the 
Trilateral Commission represents a skill- 
ful, coordinated effort to seize control 
and consolidate the four centers of power 
— political, monetary, intellectual, and 
ecclesiastical.... What the Trilaterals truly 
intend is the creation of a worldwide eco- 
nomic power superior to the political gov- 
ernments of the nation-states involved... 
As managers and creators of the system 
they will rule the future.” 

David Rockefeller responded to these 
and other attacks at the time with an 
op-ed in the Wall Street Journal on April 
30, 1980. Rockefeller, who at the time 
was chairman of both the CFR and the 
Trilateral Commission, said that “far 
from being a coterie of international 
conspirators with designs on covertly 
ruling the world, the Trilateral Commis- 
sion is, in reality, a group of concerned 
citizens interested in fostering greater 
understanding and cooperation among 
international allies.” 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Yes, David and the Trilats were merely 
“concerned citizens” working selflessly for 
“greater understanding and cooperation.” 

Long before George Soros became the 
sugar daddy of the American Left and 
the béte noire of the American Right, 
David Rockefeller was bankrolling and 
promoting a huge array of statist and sub- 
versive movements through his network of 
foundations and organizations. Together 
with the Ford Foundation and Carnegie 
foundations, the Rockefeller group of 
foundations helped push America toward 
ever bigger, more intrusive, more costly, 
more centralized government. They also 
funded the creation of a vast army of or- 
ganizations that have formed the bases for 
exploiting most of the “wedge issue” con- 
flicts in our society: abortion, population 
control, homosexual/LBGT rights, gen- 
der identity, immigration/migration, gun 
control, voter identification, environment, 
global warming, social justice, racial jus- 
tice, etc. 

Among the many additional “accom- 
plishments” David Rockefeller can claim 
to have had a major role in are: 


¢ The Obama administration’s Global 
Health Initiative (GHI), a population- 
control scheme that was actually launched 
by David Rockefeller’s “Good Club,” an 
elite coterie of billionaires that includes 
George Soros, Ted Turner, Bill Gates, Mi- 
chael Bloomberg, and Oprah Winfrey. 

¢ The promotion of socialism through- 
out Western Europe following World War 
II via the Marshall Plan, and the launching 
of the sovereignty-destroying European 
Union. 

¢ The promotion of corruptive and un- 
constitutional “foreign aid” programs, as 
well as ever-increasing funding for UN 
agencies, projects, and programs. 

¢ Funding for the Kinsey Institute and 
the perverse (and criminal pedophile) 
activities of Alfred Kinsey and other sex 
“experts.” 

¢ Promoting Communist China and 
transforming it from a backward Third 
World country into a global military-eco- 
nomic-technological power. In addition to 
placing his top protégé, Henry Kissinger, 
into the Nixon administration, Rockefeller 
returned from a visit to Communist China 
in 1973 to declare that “the social experi- 
ment in China under Chairman Mao’s 
leadership is one of the most important 
and successful in human history.” Mass- 
murderer Mao’s “social experiment” had 
by that time slaughtered as many as 64 
million Chinese. 

¢ While living a luxurious globe-hopping 
lifestyle — complete with multiple palatial 
mansions, baronial estates, and fleets of 
yachts, limousines, and jets — he funded 
numerous militant “green” groups that agi- 
tate for ever-harsher restrictions on energy 
use by the common man and increasing 
empowerment of UN bodies to exercise 
more controls over all human activity. 

While many eulogies by the rich and 
famous will sing his praises and media 
obituaries will laud his philanthropic giv- 
ing, David Rockefeller’s true legacy is one 
of aiding tyrants and tyranny, while simul- 
taneously undermining Christian morality, 
our constitutional order of checks and bal- 
ances, and our national sovereignty and 
prosperity. 

— WILLIAM F. JASPER 
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Deep State's Relentless Attacks on Trump 


ast December, avowed 
[= enemy and ul- 

tra-liberal commenta- 
tor Keith Olbermann, voicing 
the sentiments of the Wash- 
ington political establish- 
ment, called President-elect 
Donald Trump a “treacherous 
Russian whore” and vowed, 
“we will get you.” And as sub- 
sequent events have proven, 
this was no idle threat. Since 
Trump’s election, a torrent of 
leaks, lies, and innuendoes 
— courtesy of the so-called 
“fake news” outlets — have 
kept Washington in the thrall 
of manufactured scandal. 
Although now in a minority 
in both houses of Congress and many state legislatures across 
the land, radical liberal Democrats are determined to bring the 
federal government and the entire country to a standstill, by 
any means necessary, rather than let President Trump and the 
Republican Party roll back any portion of the leftist agenda so 
successfully implemented during the Obama years. Never has 
official Washington been so determined so early to ruin the lives 
and reputations of so many in a new administration. 

The loosely organized coalition of entrenched interests deter- 
mined to destroy the new administration to preserve the corrupt 
status quo in Washington has been dubbed the “Deep State.” 
Although the term “Deep State” is not a coinage of the Trump 
era, acknowledgement of it by the establishment news media 
dates to about the time when carefully timed intelligence leaks 
designed to damage President Trump and thwart his agenda first 
appeared late last fall. Hinting at sinister collusion between Rus- 
sian officials and members of the Trump transition team, includ- 
ing the president-elect himself, the leaks, which involved the 
release of classified information, constituted serious felonies. 
Not surprisingly, the persons responsible for these lawless at- 
tacks on President Trump have not been identified. 

For his part, President Trump has fought back with Tweet- 
ed allegations, ridiculed by most of official Washington, that 
Trump Tower was wiretapped during the campaign. 

The mainstream media, predictably, pooh-poohed the presi- 
dent’s claims. But thanks to the work of the House Intelligence 
Committee led by Representative Devin Nunes (R-Calif.), it 
now appears that, at very minimum, members of the post- 
election Trump transition team were indeed surveilled inci- 
dentally by the Obama administration. In other words, certain 
foreign officials under surveillance interacted with members 
of the Trump team — a perfectly natural state of affairs for 
an incoming administration wanting foreign policy continuity 
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with its predecessor — and 
the names of the Trump of- 
ficials were recorded and 
disseminated widely among 
government officials along 
with whatever statements 
they might have made. 

This contrasts starkly 
with normal, lawful proce- 
dure with FISA warrants, in 
which the names of Ameri- 
can citizens who are picked 
up by surveillance of for- 
eigners are redacted from 
the record. Americans, after 
all, have constitutional pro- 
tection against warrantless 
searches. But in this case, 
official Washington decided 
that sabotaging the Trump administration was more important 
than any constitutional bagatelles. 

But just how deep does the plotting against President Trump 
go? On March 21, WikiLeaks’ Julian Assange Tweeted that 
“THillary] Clinton stated privately this month that she is quietly 
pushing for a Pence takeover. She stated that Pence is predict- 
able hence defeatable.” Assange added that two intelligence 
community officials close to Pence have said privately that they 
are planning on a Pence takeover, and when his term in office 
expires, they will get Hillary elected in 2020. 

It is difficult to know whether Assange can back such claims 
with hard evidence, but given the behavior of the radical Left, 
including Hillary and Obama and their supporters, it is no stretch 
to believe that a palace coup is being plotted. 

If there is any benefit to be gleaned from this sorry spectacle, 
it is that the Deep State has been forced into the open by Donald 
Trump. No dispassionate observer can possibly doubt the reality of 
a Washington network of insider elites working in concert to pro- 
tect what they regard as their right to remain in power, regardless 
of what the people they are supposed to serve might want. They 
have little regard for constitutional limits on government power, 
since those, if enforced, would lead to a speedy dissolution of the 
century-long Game of Thrones that has been official Washington. 

Not that President Trump is a principled constitutionalist or 
consistent foe of Big Government. He is neither. But he has shown 
no disposition to kowtow to the Powers That Be, and aspects of 
his agenda — the appointment of constitutionalist Supreme Court 
justices and the rolling back of many socialist controls on the U.S. 
economy, to mention only two — will negate many of the victo- 
ries won by the radical Left over the past few decades. 

Trump’s election has forced the enemies of our Republic into 
the open. Now we must dismantle and defund all of their pro- 
grams. Only thus will the Deep State be defanged and destroyed. 
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